
   
 

AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL  Wednesday 2nd July 2025 at 7:15pm. 
 

 

1      Chair Welcome 
 
2 Apologies  To consider any apologies for absence. 
 
3      Declarations of Interest  
 
4      Open Public Forum  15 minutes for members of the public to raise any issue of concern 
 
5 Minutes  To approve the meeting minutes of the meetings of 7th May 2025. 
 
6      Report of the District & County Councillor 
 
7      Village Matters 
7.1  Enforcement on B3180 site  

Activity to date (reported by Cllr 
Branson): 
May -  Site office installed, Hedges 
and trees cut down 
Entrance widened and fenced 
Utilities cable laid to ‘tool store’ 
EDDC Enforcement Officer site visit 
& Letter 
Shepherd Hut & installers on  
site. 
EDDC EO advises that a 
Planning application is 
expected and ‘But the Council 
does not spend time and 
expense issuing Stop Notices or Enforcement 
Notices on unauthorised developments unless there 
is clear and demonstrable significant harm about to 
be caused, and also not when an application is 
expected to be forthcoming. This is in line with National Planning Policy.’ 
Water services van on site 
Road markings indicating possible water supply to site 
June – Septic tank delivered to site 
Digger on site, large spoil pile and tank no longer visible 
 
 
7.2  Speedwatch     
 
7.3  Aylesbeare Water Plant  

MP reply to Cllr Warren: 
I wanted to share with you the latest update from our South West Water 
operations team regarding the installation of the larger attenuation tank at the 
Aylesbeare Sewage Plant. I'm pleased to inform you that the tank has been 
successfully installed and is now operational, with only a few commissioning 
tweaks remaining. In fact, the storm tank was put to good use during the heavy 
rainfall over the Easter weekend.   

http://www.aylesbeareparishcouncil.co.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/195772-2025-05MayMinutes.pdf


   

7.4  Water Leak top of Village Way  

From Cllr Warren:     
This is this the third time in there has been a leak In this 
area in the last couple of years and the 10th leaks on 
village way in 8 years.  
Are the pipes trying to tell us something? 
I do not know if raising this at the PC meeting would 
affect SWW but it needs reporting and recording 
somewhere.  
BBC reported on 24/06/26 on SWW leaks and how they 
are using digital technology to find them but the figures 
are staggering really, 
“The latest average annual leakage data from the SWW 
showed 107 million litres of water a day (Ml/d) were lost 
due to leakage in 2024/25, down from 118 Ml/d the year 
before.   
However, that was up on 2022/23, where 112 ML/d were 
lost.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
7.5  Noticeboards and Rec Work  
 
 
7.6  Cllrs Registers of Interests 

From EDDC Democratic Services: 
I would like to take this opportunity to ask you to liaise with your councillors to 
remind them of their responsibility to ensure that their register of interests are 
kept up to date.  Councillors are required to do this within 28 days of any know 
changes to their personal circumstances or that of their spouse or partner. 
If their circumstances have changed since last completing their form or if they 
have not completed a form please ask them to complete the form which will need 
to be published on your own website as well as the district council website.  

 
 
7.7  Swift bricks 

From Cllr Warren: 
23 May Guardian - Labour blocks proposal for ‘swift bricks’ in all new homes in England 

Providing every new home in England with at least one “swift brick” to help 
endangered cavity-nesting birds has been rejected by Labour at the committee 
stage of its increasingly controversial planning bill. 
The amendment to the bill to ask every developer to provide a £35 hollow brick for 
swifts, house martins, sparrows and starlings, which was tabled by Labour MP 
Barry Gardiner, has been rejected by the Labour-dominated committee. 
Despite the Labour party having supported the swift brick amendment when it was 
tabled on Conservative government legislation in 2023, housing minister, Matthew 
Pennycook, told the House of Commons committee: “We are not convinced that 
legislating to mandate the use of specific wildlife features is the right approach, 
whether that is done through building regulations or a freestanding legal 
requirement.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/may/22/wildlife-charities-urge-labour-to-scrap-licence-to-kill-nature-in-planning-bill
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/labour
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-05-22/debates/bcdaec5a-28d5-4568-b073-a29c5959772a/PlanningAndInfrastructureBill(ThirteenthSitting)


   

7.8  Community Infrastructure Levy Receipts 

The Parish Council now holds £ in CIL receipts 
 
8      Planning 
8.1  Ratification of Comments Submitted    8.1.1  25/1087/PDQ  Shutebridge   New Dwellings 

Council comments:              Aylesbeare Parish Council cannot see why this application 
should be assessed the under earlier PDQ rules.  The Council considers this does not 
meet Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 
Q1 (p) as the proposed site does not own the access to the road it is proposing to use and 
permission for the new development to use this access is unlikely to be given.   
The planning application has numerous inaccuracies including the address of the site, 

names and locations of the buildings, the boundaries & curtilages and the access lane.  It 

should be particularly noted that the plans show the site extend one metre into the 

neighbouring property, Shutebridge Old Farmhouse.  Indeed the application identifies the 

nearest property as Shutebridge Farm when the Old Farmhouse is actually the closest. 

Traffic access is planned very close to a junction on a sharp bend of a narrow, busy road 

with poor drainage and a 60mph limit.  It is difficult to see how there can be visibility 

splays of the necessary length.  There is a lot of traffic, often at dangerously high speeds 

along Marwood Lane as drivers try to get to Exeter Airport area cutting out the A30.  

There are no plans in the application to mitigate the effects of the additional vehicle 

movements the extra properties will bring.    

It is frankly ridiculous that the application claims there will no effect on traffic 

movements.  The site is visited less than 6 times a year over the last 20 years.  The 

proposal for 5 properties will obviously incur frequenty daily traffic movements of the 

residents as wells delivery vehicles etc. 

As the barns have been hardly used for at least 20 years a development with 24 

bedrooms will significantly increase the noise levels for ever as there is virtually no 

noise created onsite for decades. 

There is a significant risk of contamination in site from the asbestos in the roofing and 

walling elements including in the chicken shed due to be demolished. 

Marwood road already suffers from frequent flooding and the new properties and 

hardstanding would only exacerbate these problems.  The watercourse within 2m of the 

South side of the proposed site is subject to flooding when the culvert cannot handle 

sharp and heavy rain which happens often every winter. 

Aylesbeare Parish Council has doubts about the Biodiversity Survey and Protected 

Species Report and would like the EDDC Ecologist to visit to confirm the many wildlife 

sightings of longstanding local residents.  

The Structural Surveys are at odds with the observations of local residents who have 

watched the decay of the barns almost to dereliction over at last 20 years.   

Sewage and drainage are a major consideration as the private water supply to 

neighbouring properties may be compromised.  There is not sufficient room or access to 

suitable watercourses for the proposed treatment plant given the boundaries, affected 

buildings, wells and boreholes.  Both possible watercourses dry up in the summer.   

All but one of the proposed properties exceed the 150m2 limit imposed by the Order Q1(c) 

and the total development exceeds 1000 m2 contrary to Q1 (d) (ii).  For the avoidance of 

doubt the sizes are – Dwelling 1 – 300 m2 Dwelling 2 - 194 m2  Dwelling 3 - 200 m2  

Dwelling – 4 - 200 m2  Dwelling – 5  130 m2 according to the submitted block plan.  

Finally the fourth bedroom of one dwelling in Barn 2 & 3 does not appear to have a 

window which the Council notes is one of the issues on which such applications are 

judged. 

https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SR658EGHMGN00


   

 
8.1.2  25/1228/PIP  Cherrytrees, 25 Village Way  Two new self-build dwellings 

Council comments: 
Aylesbeare Parish Council objects to this application as it is over-development of the 
site with limited parking, access and amenity space, well beyond the established 
building line. With no details available proposed occupancy numbers cannot be 
ascertained. This would affect the likely number of vehicle movements. There are no 
details of the access drive including visibility splay and turning areas. Further, it has 
not been confirmed whether these will be for sale or rent on the open market or will 
be holiday lets. 

 
 
8.2  Applications 
8.2.1  25/0620/FUL  Land And Buildings At Barton Farm Village Way  New dwellings 

Cllr Thompson: 
…. it’s the same number of dwellings [as the applications already seen] but instead of 
converting the barn by the road that they’ve partially demolished as per the original 
plan, they want to pull it all down and build new. Predictable sadly. It would make for 
more thermally efficient homes etc but is much easier for the developers. I’m in two 
minds about it. 

Cllr Warren: 
Provided the look is retained which it appears to be. My only comment is 
Swift/Swollow bricks incorporated in the end walls?   

 
 
8.2.2  25/1249/CPE  New Bungalow, Leats Farm, Withen Lane  New building and curtilage 
 
 
8.3  Appeal 
8.3.1 APP/U1105/C/25/3365394 & 3365395  Land at Exmouth Road, EX5 2DE  Static Caravan 

This appeal is against an Enforcement Notice 
 
 
8.4  Consultations 
8.4.1  Devon Pension Fund  Employer Rep. on Investment and Pension Fund Committee 

Email from Peninsula Pensions 2nd July 2025 
 

 
 
 

https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SOE1O2PZI9M00
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=STA2QCGHGHU00
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SXP92EGHJLA00
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3365394
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3365395&CoID=0


Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

9       Accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
9.1  Accounts for 2024-25 
   

 
 
 



Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

9.2  AGAR Internal Audit     
   

        

 
 



Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

9.3  AGAR Governance            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

9.4  AGAR Accounting & Variances  

 
 

 



Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

 
 
9.5  Notice of Public Rights   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

 
9.6  AGAR Exemption Certificate 
 

 
 
 
 
10   Finance   
10.1  Current balances     

Updated since issue of agenda: 
Current £15,892.31  Other accts £ 5,014.14 + £ 718.39    Total  £ 21,624.84 
 
 
 
10.2  Financial Authorisation  Purchase Threshold for 3 Quotes 

Postponed from May Annual Council Meeting: 
Council to consider increasing the level from £1,000 above which three quotes are 
required. 
 
 



Members of the Press and Public are welcome to attend this meeting in in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (1) 
(2).  There are no items of a confidential & contractual nature for discussion under Part B (exclusion of press and public) at this meeting. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

10.3  Quarterly Budget Review  2024-25 Year End 
 

 
 
10.4  Payments  Council to consider the following payments: 

10.4.1  Churchyard Donation   Agreed in May    £   475.00 
10.4.2  Internal Auditor  Professional Fees     £   112.20  
10.4.3  J P Roberts - clerk pay, (May & June)   £ 581.67 
Reimbursements:   Pension payment for May & June £ 191.92 
VH Internet Jurassic (Cuckoo) Fibre (May & June)  £   35.00    £   808.57 

   10.4.4  HMRC (clerk’s PAYE Income Tax for May & June)   £   142.40 
 
11  Next Meeting  -  Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

 
 


