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AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES of the meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in The Foxwell Room, The 
Village Hall, Aylesbeare on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 7:15pm. 
 

PRESENT     ABSENT    
Cllr Anna Thompson     Cllr Debbie Banks 
Cllr Mark Branson (Vice-Chair)      
Cllr Nick Warren        
 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Three members of the public, Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)  
   County & District Cllr Jess Bailey   

 
 

1      Chair Welcome 
Cllr Anna Thompson opened the meeting with a welcome to all attending and gave the 
following report: 
Apologies for my absence from the last meeting due to work commitments and thank 
you to Vice Chair Mark Branson for chairing the meeting. 
The PC were saddened to hear that Cllrs Owen and Cooke have both decided to 
resign due to relocation.  We would like to thank them both very much for their time 
and dedication to council business and wish them both all the very best for the future. 
This does mean that we need to recruit two new councillors to ensure we can always 
be quorate for meetings as we need a minimum of three present.  If anyone would like 
more information please feel free to contact any of us. 
It's always great to see so many community minded people collecting litter and 
reporting fly tipping- although of course it would be better if this wasn't necessary. 
Please take great care when collecting rubbish on the highway.  Drivers aren’t as 
careful or observant as we would wish. 
Also due to Cllr Owen’s resignation we will need a new lead for our SpeedWatch as 
people are keen to see this fully up and running.  We'll also need a new Parish Council 
representative for the Village Hall and Airport Consultative committees as these were 
also undertaken by Cllr Owen. 
Don’t forget the Coffee Morning on Saturday 6th June to officially open the VH after 
their refurbishment. 
 
2 Apologies   
Council RESOLVED to accept the apologies from Cllr Banks who is working. 
 
3      Declarations of Interest   
No declarations this month.  Council NOTED that further to Section 32A of the 
Localism Act 2011 (as inserted by Section 65 of the English Devolution and 
Community Empowerment Act 2026), there is now a clear requirement 
that a councillor’s home address must not be disclosed on the 
authority’s public register of interests.  EDDC would therefore not be 
publishing home addresses on the Registers of Interests.  Councillors 
may individually ask EDDC to publish their home address if they 
prefer. 
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4      Open Public Forum    
The first speaker raised item 7.6 concerning the letter for local community 
organisations to agree the share of the Ford Oaks Solar Park Community Benefit.  The 
draft of the letter was discussed and the Chair will add a preamble. 
The speaker also advised that the Blind Lane building work had commenced with the 
widening of the lane and extending the tarmac area which the Council understands 
was a condition of the planning consent. 
The second speaker hoped get help as their planning application seemed to be held 
up.  They hoped to see progress but it seemed slow.  He knew they were not the only 
ones as other people had waited two months and their application hadn’t even been 
validated after 8 weeks. 
 
5 Minutes   
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 6th May  2026.  
The Chair duly signed them.    
 
6      Report of the District & County Councillor 
County & District Cllr Jess Bailey reported: 
The Local Government Reorganisation decision had been deferred from June to July.  
There was still no indication of the likely form that the Government would select for 
Devon’s unitary Council(s). 
C & D Cllr Jess Bailey was pleased with the news that DCC had responded to the 
feedback from the public about libraries.  More funds had been found and the feared 
cuts would not be as harsh as expected. 
   
7   Parish Matters 
7.1  Highways incl. Rosamondford closure and Village Way parking  
Chair was happy to report that the road through Rosamondford was closed only for 
half a day and is now open.  She had attended a multi-agency meeting about the 
closure.  The meeting was not concerned about the bollards as they were on a 
landowner’s boundary.  Local residents were grateful that the disruption had been 
minimised. 
The clerk had received a phone call from the landowner who was disappointed he had 
not been approached about the closure.  He could have explained that it would only be 
brief and the application for 2 weeks had been solely to allow for variations in the 
weather.  He was disappointed with the behaviour of Aylesbeare Cllrs and their 
friends/relatives and advised he was in touch with the EDDC Monitoring Officer. 
A VW Transporter van is now parking regularly on the corner of Village Way and 
Withen Lane.  Obstruction to the bike racks in the pub and they have started using 
cones in this area.  Council will ask the police to look at the visibility and invite our 
PCSO to future meetings. 
7.2  Roadside drainage grips 
Cllr Warren hoped that the digger is due to come and others cleaning 
activity had been witnessed in Village Way. 
7.3  Damage to Village Hall Drain during grass cutting  
Clerk to ask StreetScene about this damage.      
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7.4  Parking in Scotchmead (incl car park surface, abandoned vehicles, caravan) 
The activity to deal with these problems is ongoing and vehicles have been removed.  
Any reports of anti-social activity would be welcomed so it can be tackled and progress 
on the surface improvements would be most welcome. 
7.5  SWW Improved Water Treatment Works 
From Cllr Warren: 
It has been another overflow-free month as would be expected in a month with virtually 
no rainfall.  Figures for May were: 
Rainfall = 29.2mm/1.15inches   Overflow duration = 0 hours 
Council NOTED that there will be new equipment fitted to the works to remove 
phosphorous. 
7.6  Ford Oaks Solar Park 
Council was pleased to see that Quarter Mile Lane has recently improved significantly. 
The letter/agreement on the share of Ford Oaks Community Benefit Fund would be 
circulated with an explanatory paragraph added. 
 
8   Policies to approve 
8.1  IT Policy & Website Accessibility Statement  
Council RESOLVED to approve the draft IT Policy and Website Accessibility 
Statement as circulated.  The clerk will publish them on the website. 
8.2  Publication Framework 
Council RESOLVED to approve the draft Publication Framework as circulated.  The 
clerk will publish it on the website. 
  
9 Budget Review, Annual Accounts and Annual Governance and 
Accounting Return 
9.1  2025-26  Budget Review 
Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26 full year (quarter 4) budget review (see 
appendix A). 
9.2  2025-26  Annual Accounts 
Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26 Annual Accounts and the Chair duly 
signed them (see appendix B). 
9.3  2025-26  AGAR Internal Audit & Report 
Council NOTED the Internal Audit and the report (see appendix C).  The clerk was 
asked to contact the ICO and arrange the Council’s membership. 
9.4  2025-26  AGAR Governance Statement 
Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26 AGAR Governance Statement and the  
and the Chair duly signed the document (see appendix D). 
9.5  2025-26  AGAR Accounting Statements 
Council RESOLVED to approve the 2025-26 AGAR Accounting Statements and the  
and the Chair duly signed the document (see appendix E). 
9.6  2025-26  AGAR Dates of Public Rights 
Council RESOLVED to approve the the dates for exercising public rights 
as Wednesday 1st July to Tuesday 11th August 2026 (see appendix F). 
 
10 Finance 
10.1  Current balances    
Council NOTED the current balance of £ 44,825.00 as at 1st May 2026. 
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10.2  Payments   
Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
10.2.1  Shane Martin Gates, stile and bench in Rec    £ 1,644.00 
10.2.2  Mrs P Clapham  Internal Audit 2025-26     £      92.20 
10.2.3  J P Roberts – clerk pay for May     £  305.27   

Reimbursement for VH  Cuckoo Fibre (May)  £    20.00 
Reimbursement for pension payment (May)      £    99.03  
Reimbursement for defib pads (Medisol)   £    70.79 £    475.09 

10.2.4  HMRC – clerk’s PAYE for May                 £      71.40 
 

11  Next Meetings 
Wednesday 8th July 2026      
Wednesday 9th September 2026    
Wednesday 14th October 2026 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting closed at 9:08pm   

 
 

 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………….……………….        Date   …………………………… 
        Cllr A C Thompson, Chair   
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Appendix A   2025-26 Quarter 4, Full Year Budget Review 
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Appendix B  2025-26 Annual Accounts 
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Appendix C    Internal Audit 
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Appendix C    Internal Audit Supplementary Report 
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Appendix D    Governance Statement 
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Appendix E     Accounting Statements 
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Appendix F   Notice for the Exercise of Public Rights 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
  

   

 

 

 
 

………… 
Chair Initials 

 

……..… 

Chair 

Inits. 


