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AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES of the meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Foxwell Room at 
Aylesbeare Village Hall on Wednesday 2nd July 2025 at 7:15pm. 
 

PRESENT      ABSENT    
Cllr Anna Thompson (Chair)    Cllr Debbie Banks  
Cllr Mark Branson (Vice-Chair)       
Cllr Tracie Cooke         
Cllr Jacky Owen         
Cllr Nick Warren  

  
IN ATTENDANCE:  Three members of the public  

Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)  
 
1   Chair’s remarks   
Cllr Thompson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to a thankfully cooler 
evening.  She had been away for 3 weeks but understood that Aylesbeare Parish had 
suffered many road closures recently and that the water supply had been cut off to 
part of Aylesbeare village.  There will be a clean up at the Church this weekend, she 
encouraged all to attend if they could even if only for a short time. 
 
2 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Banks could not attend as she is overseas.  Council RESOLVED to accept the 
reasons given. 
 
3 Declarations of Interests in items on the agenda      
None. 
 
4 Open Public Forum  
The first speaker asked about the telephone kiosk.  She understood that it was going 
to be renovated after Cllr Owen had emptied it.  The area is looking shabby with the 
overgrown vegetation by the bridge and the kiosk doesn’t help.  The owners are busy 
and have young children.  Cllr Owen will enquire with the owner about progress and 
whether they would like any help. 
The second and third speakers spoke about Topics and the difficulties with the clerk.  
They had hoped to have the minutes available by the 12th each month so that they can 
be included in Topics.  The clerk apologised that May’s minutes weren’t available and 
thanked the speakers for pointing out the absence of the minutes on the website.   The 
speakers hoped that the clerk could email the minutes in time in future so that the 
residents can receive Topics in time to consider attending the following month’s Parish 
Council meeting if there are items of interest. 
The meeting discussed making Topics available online as not the whole Parish is 
covered with physical deliveries, especially Perkin’s Village.  The clerk agreed that he 
could upload a .pdf copy to the Council’s website. 
Council was grateful to the speakers for taking on the editing of Topics. 
The speakers explained that Topics was opening a bank account with 
Santander which should incur no regular fees.  This was delayed as 
Santander had postponed the application until mid-July.   
The speakers hoped to manage Topics on advertisement fees alone and 
wanted the Council to divert any money saved to the Rec, Play Area, 
Village Hall and the Church as the Council sees appropriate. 
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The speaker also advised that some information on the Parish Council’s website is 
out-of-date and some of the links do not work.  The clerk advised that he did review 
the website annually and this is due this month after this meeting.  The speaker 
thought it would be best if the Planning and News sections were renamed as the 
information is very old. 
The speaker also advised that there was minute-taking software available that might 
make the clerk’s job much easier. 
 
5 Minutes   
Council RESOLVED to approve minutes of 7th May 2025 and the Chair duly signed 
them. 
  
6   Report of the County and District Councillor  
D & C Cllr Bailey had an LGA meeting that clashed with this meeting.  [Shortly after 
the meeting her apologies were received.] 
 
7   Parish Matters 
7.1  Enforcement on B3180 site  
The site is just in this Parish and has begun building activity including a site office/tool 
store container, a Shepherd’s Hut on a concrete base and possibly a septic tank.  The 
EDDC Enforcement Officer has visited the site and has been told that an application 
for planning permission will be submitted shortly.  Council understands that taking 
Enforcement Action is not in the public interest due to the imminent application.   
Permission for a new dwelling on this site was refused recently and was unsuccessful 
on appeal, although Council understands the land has been sold to a new owner.   
7.2  SpeedWatch  
Cllr Owen reported that it’s ongoing and there were now two more volunteers.  She is 
now co-ordinating with the volunteers to arrange training.    
7.3  Aylesbeare Water Plant 
South West Water have reported that the new attenuation tank is now in operation and 
helped with the heavy rains over Easter.  However, the plant did overflow during 
rainfall on June 12th/13th for 18 hours and 2 minutes.  Council welcomed the new tank 
and trusts that the overflow was an exceptional event.    
7.4  Water Leak top of Village Way  
Cllr Warren understands this is the tenth leak on Village Way in the last eight years.  A 
resident asked an engineer who advised that the mains pipes are only replaced if 
there are 15 leaks per year in a stretch of pipe.  Council encourages everyone to 
report leaks promptly as this is the only chance of having the pipes renewed.   
7.5  Noticeboards and Rec Work 
The Chair reported that the contractor lined up for the work has had to withdraw his 
offer to help due to health reasons.  Council sends very best wishes to the contractor. 
The clerk will try to find a new contractor and Cllr Warren will assist with site visits. 
7.6  Cllrs Registers of Interests 
Cllrs who are unsure will check their ROI and confirm any changes.   
7.7  Swift bricks  
The Government has rejected the inclusion of swift/swallow bricks as an obligation in 
the new Planning reforms.  Council understands that this may well be 
included in future revisions to Building Regulations as this will be an 
effective way of including them in new buildings. 
7.8  Community Infrastructure Levy Receipts 
Council now has £5,137.45 in Community Infrastructure Levy and will 
consider where it can be best spent.  There is a need to improve the 
gates/stiles and fencing on the Rec & Play Area which is the most 
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likely area of expenditure. 
 
 

8      Planning 
8.1  Ratification of Comments Submitted     
8.1.1  25/1087/PDQ  Shutebridge   New Dwellings 
Council RESOLVED to ratify the comments submitted by the clerk using the resolution 
at April’s extraordinary meeting for the previous application by the same developer.  
The comments submitted were: 
Aylesbeare Parish Council strongly objects to this application on the following grounds: 
Aylesbeare Parish Council cannot see why this application should be assessed the 
under earlier PDQ rules.  The Council considers this does not meet Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 Q1 (p) as the 
proposed site does not own the access to the road it is proposing to use and 
permission for the new development to use this access is unlikely to be given.   
The planning application has numerous inaccuracies including the address of the site, 
names and locations of the buildings, the boundaries & curtilages and the access lane.  
It should be particularly noted that the plans show the site extend one metre into the 
neighbouring property, Shutebridge Old Farmhouse.  Indeed, the application identifies 
the nearest property as Shutebridge Farm when the Old Farmhouse is actually the 
closest. 
Traffic access is planned very close to a junction on a sharp bend of a narrow, busy 
road with poor drainage and a 60mph limit.  It is difficult to see how there can be 
visibility splays of the necessary length.  There is a lot of traffic, often at dangerously 
high speeds along Marwood Lane as drivers try to get to Exeter Airport area cutting 
out the A30.  There are no plans in the application to mitigate the effects of the 
additional vehicle movements the extra properties will bring.    
It is frankly ridiculous that the application claims there will no effect on traffic 
movements.  The site is visited less than 6 times a year over the last 20 years.  The 
proposal for 5 properties will obviously incur frequently daily traffic movements of the 
residents as wells delivery vehicles etc. 
As the barns have been hardly used for at least 20 years a development with 24 
bedrooms will significantly increase the noise levels for ever as there is virtually no 
noise created onsite for decades. 
There is a significant risk of contamination in site from the asbestos in the roofing and 
walling elements including in the chicken shed due to be demolished. 
Marwood road already suffers from frequent flooding and the new properties and 
hardstanding would only exacerbate these problems.  The watercourse within 2m of 
the South side of the proposed site is subject to flooding when the culvert cannot 
handle sharp and heavy rain which happens often every winter. 
Aylesbeare Parish Council has doubts about the Biodiversity Survey and Protected 
Species Report and would like the EDDC Ecologist to visit to confirm the many wildlife 
sightings of longstanding local residents.  
The Structural Surveys are at odds with the observations of local residents who have 
watched the decay of the barns almost to dereliction over at last 20 years.   
Sewage and drainage are a major consideration as the private water supply to 
neighbouring properties may be compromised.  There is not sufficient room or access 
to suitable watercourses for the proposed treatment plant given the 
boundaries, affected buildings, wells and boreholes.  Both possible 
watercourses dry up in the summer.   
All but one of the proposed properties exceed the 150m2 limit imposed 
by the Order Q1(c) and the total development exceeds 1000 m2 
contrary to Q1 (d) (ii).  For the avoidance of doubt the sizes are – 
Dwelling 1 – 300 m2 Dwelling 2 - 194 m2  Dwelling 3 - 200 m2  Dwelling 
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– 4 - 200 m2  Dwelling – 5  130 m2 according to the submitted block plan.  Finally the 
fourth bedroom of one dwelling in Barn 2 & 3 does not appear to have a window which 
the Council notes is one of the issues on which such applications are judged. 
8.1.2  25/1228/PIP  Cherrytrees, 25 Village Way  Two new self-build dwellings 
Council RESOLVED to ratify the comments submitted by the clerk using the resolution 
at April’s meeting for the similar previous application at this address.   
The comments submitted were: 
Aylesbeare Parish Council objects to this application as it is over-development of the 
site with limited parking, access and amenity space, well beyond the established 
building line. With no details available proposed occupancy numbers cannot be 
ascertained. This would affect the likely number of vehicle movements. There are no 
details of the access drive including visibility splay and turning areas. Further, it has 
not been confirmed whether these will be for sale or rent on the open market or will be 
holiday lets. 
8.2  Applications 
8.2.1  25/0620/FUL  Land & Buildings At Barton Farm Village Way  New dwellings 
Council acknowledged that the proposed dwellings will be more thermally efficient now 
the intention is to demolish the barn.  The footprint and height won’t change.  The 
proposed appearance is similar to the previous application to convert. 
Council RESOLVED to support the application and urges the planners to give a 
condition that supports any displaced wildlife with provision for bats, swift/swallow 
bricks and similar. 
8.2.2  25/1249/CPE  New Bungalow, Leats Farm, Withen Lane  New building 
Council RESOLVED to support the application and urges the planners to give a 
condition that supports wildlife with provision for bats, swift/swallow bricks and similar. 
8.3  Appeal 
8.3.1 APP/U1105/C/25/3365394 & 3365395   
Land at Exmouth Road, EX5 2DE  Static Caravan 
Council noted that this is an appeal against  
Council RESOLVED to comment that they support EDDC’s Enforcement action in this 
case.   
8.4  Consultations 
8.4.1  Devon Pension Fund  Employer Rep. on Investment & Pension Fund Ctte 
Unfortunately no Cllrs are available to undertake this role. 
 
9       Accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

  9.1  Accounts for 2024-25 
Council RESOLVED to approve the Accounts as presented and the Chair duly signed 
them.  See appendix A.             [Three members of the public left the meeting at 9pm] 
9.2  AGAR Internal Audit  
Council NOTED the Internal Audit & Report.  See appendix B. 
9.3  AGAR Governance       
Council RESOLVED to approve the Governance Statement and the Chair duly signed 
the document.  See appendix C.     
9.4  AGAR Accounting & Variances 
Council RESOLVED to approve the Accounts and the explanation of variances as 
presented and the Chair duly signed them.    See appendix D. 
9.5  Notice of Public Rights        

Council NOTED the dates for the exercise of public rights.  See 
appendix E.  
9.6  AGAR Exemption Certificate 
Council RESOLVED to exempt the Council from an External Review 
and the Chair will sign the appropriate document.  See appendix F. 

 

 
 
………… 

Chair 
Initials 

 
……..… 

Chair 
Inits. 

https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SOE1O2PZI9M00
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=STA2QCGHGHU00
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SXP92EGHJLA00
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3365394
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?Caseid=3365395&CoID=0


 

P a g e  | 5 2 0 2 5 - 0 7  

 

10 Finance   
10.1  Current balances    
Council NOTED the current balance of £ 15,892.31 which had been updated since the 
issue of the agenda.   
10.2  Financial Authorisation  Purchase Threshold for 3 Quotes 
Council RESOLVED to increase the threshold above which three quotes would be 
required to £2,500. 
10.3  Quarterly Budget Review    
Council RESOLVED to approved the end of year budget outturn for 2024-25 noting 
the exceptional, one-off spend on noticeboards which inflated the Grounds 
Maintenance expenditure for the year.  The clerk apologised that the Staff Costs 
budget had been set so high and could only speculate that this was a typing error 
when constructing the budget. 
10.4  Payments  Council RESOLVED to make the following payments: 
10.4.1  Churchyard Donation   Agreed in May    £   475.00 
10.4.2  Internal Auditor  Professional Fees    £   112.20  
10.4.3  J P Roberts - clerk pay, (May & June)   £ 581.67 
Reimbursements:   Pension payment for May & June £ 191.92 
VH Internet Jurassic (Cuckoo) Fibre (May & June) £   35.00    £   808.57 
10.4.4  HMRC (clerk’s PAYE Income Tax for May & June)  £   142.40 
 
11  Next Meeting   
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at 7:15pm. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 9:17pm thanking 
everyone for their attendance and hard work. 

 
 
  
 
.   
 

 
 
 

Signed   ………………………….……………….        Date   …………………………… 
        Cllr A Thompson, Chair    
 
 
Attached appendices A to F 
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Appendix A 
 
Aylesbeare Parish Council Accounst for 2024-25 
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Appendix B 
Internal Audit Return & Report 

 

 

 

 
 
………… 

Chair 
Initials 

 
……..… 

Chair 
Inits. 



 

P a g e  | 8 2 0 2 5 - 0 7  

Appendix C 
Governance Statement for 2024-25 
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Appendix D 
Accounting Statements for 2024-25 & Explanation of Variances 
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Appendix E 
Notice of Public Rights 
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Appendix F 
Certificate of Exemption 2024-25 

 
 

 
 
………… 

Chair 
Initials 

 
……..… 

Chair 
Inits. 


