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     AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 9 October 2009 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)
Cllr K Chun (Vice-Chair)

Cllr Mrs T Ash
Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr N Finegan

Cllr A Ringe

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
One member of the public

1.
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from County Cllr Mrs C Channon and District Cllr R Bloxham 
2.         Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda
No interests were declared.

3.         Minutes

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 2 September 2009 had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.
4.         Police Report 
PC J Tyrell had forwarded his report to the Clerk.  There was very little to report for the month of September.  There were 9 incidents reported to the Police with no recorded crime at all. With regard to the burglary at Scotchmead in August enquires to date have drawn a blank.
5.         Report of District Councillor
Unfortunately this meeting clashes regularly with the EDDC Executive Board for which Cllr Bloxham gave apologies.

He said that EDDC has gone through the first stage of introducing an interim policy on exception sites and affordable homes to try to bridge the gap between the existing policy in the local plan and the Local Development Framework.

A new planning on line website will go live soon which will provide a much easier service to those using the on line planning facilities.

EDDC is suggesting that all Parish and Town Councils consider changing their email addresses to the .gov.uk system to make it easier for others to contact these Councils.  EDDC is prepared to host and fund a domain address for Parish Councils.  

The new rail passing link at Axminster will be ready by Christmas and allow hourly trains thereafter. 
6.
Chairman’s Report

Cllr Mrs S Coward said that the ’Off the Sofa Dayz’ sessions, which had been well supported in the parish, will continue to run in 2010.  Three volunteers have come forward to help supervise which means the children can take advantage of the free play equipment and community activities during the holidays.
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7.
Clerk’s Report
Mrs L Parker reported that she, together with the Chair, had met Steve Pickard and another officer from DCC regarding the location of a new bus shelter at the top end of Village Way. It was felt that a wooden shelter would be most suitable in a rural location. Funding for this would be reviewed at the start of the next financial year.  The Parish Council would then be responsible for any future maintenance of the shelter. A visit was also made to Blind Lane where a car had recently been stuck.  The officers from DCC were not prepared to erect ‘unsuitable for motor vehicle signs’ as they felt they were un-necessary.
The Licensing of Rev’d Karen Spray is to take place on 4 November in St Swithun’s Church, Woodbury. There was an open invitation for Councillors to attend.

Following the Parish Council’s letter of concern a reply had been received from the Head of Housing at EDDC regarding the aggravated burglary in Scotchmead. This was to re-assure the Parish Council that everything has been and will be done to safeguard the local community.

Mrs Parker had occasion to contact the Highways Department of DCC regarding the overgrown hedge on the carriageway of Village Way opposite Minchin Orchard. It has grown out to such an extent that the S of the SLOW painted in the road is totally obscured.  This is making the road narrow on the approach to the school.

She had circulated details of the Interim Rural Departure Site Policy for Mixed Affordable and Market Housing to Councillors. She will précis any comments received and submit online before the deadline of 30 October.

She would be attending, together with the Chair, the official opening of the Police Station at the Convent in Ottery St Mary and the annual meeting of EDDC with Parish Councils at Knowle, Sidmouth. A further meeting would be attended by the Clerk, Chair and Cllr K Chun concerning the new updated website for planning online at EDDC.
8.
Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies


Exeter International Airport Consultative Group – 9 September 2009 

Cllr N Finegan attended this meeting on behalf of the Parish Council. Outline planning permission had been granted for the Flybe Hotel and Academy, subject to the reassigning of the Section 106 agreement.  Cllr Finegan had expressed his concern over the adequacy of the current highway to carry the extra traffic that these developments would generate.  Cllr Sara Randall Johnson confirmed that this was a Devon County Council issue and that work was ongoing regarding the adequacy of the highway and also provision of a footpath and cycleway.  It was felt that the development of the Training Academy is good news for East Devon and would be a boost to the local economy.  Work should commence on the £24m scheme by Flybe in October after it was announced that the final funding was in place. The anticipated completion date is March 2010.  
It is expected that passenger numbers at the Airport in August will be down by 17%.  The Airport has started the budgeting process for 2010 and it is hoped that traffic would increase by 1 – 2%.  They will also look for cost efficiencies, particularly on the winter scheduling.

The Masterplan should be published during the month of October.

Devon Association of Parish Councils AGM – 26 September 2009
The Chair, Cllr Mrs S Coward, had attended this meeting which was held at County Hall.  The morning business was entitled ‘Helping Communities to help Themselves’ and reports were received from Exmouth Town Council and Stokenham Parish Council (near Totnes) regarding the pilot schemes they are running as a result of being granted Quality Status.  These pilot projects enable Quality Councils to devolve certain services currently provided by the District and County Councils.  Exmouth Town Council has taken on planning applications regarding advertisement 

consent and trees. The Town Clerk of Exmouth had experienced difficulties on the 
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change-over as the officers at EDDC had seemed reluctant to give way.  Stokenham Parish Council had taken over toilet cleaning, street cleaning, litter bin emptying, grass cutting, weed spraying, lengthsmen’s work and problem reporting. This is initially for a 6 month period and when the scheme is complete Stokenham Parish Council will know whether it was worthwhile financially and effectively. The work is paid for from a supplied budget which Stokenham Parish Council manages.
Cllr Finegan felt that the devolvement of such powers as a result of Quality Status is more pertinent to the larger Town and Parish Councils.  Cllr Mrs Coward felt that the evidence of the benefits of attaining Quality Status is as yet inconclusive.

The afternoon business was entitled ‘Community Engagement’.  Halberton Parish Council has changed its format for the Annual Parish Meeting.  It hosts more of a social evening offering drinks and refreshments with positioned tables for each association in the parish.  The people attending the meeting can then mingle and obtain the same information but in a less formal structure.  The result had been successful with a much higher attendance rate.
Cllr K Chun joined the meeting.
9.
Planning Application

Application No:
09/1865/FUL

Applicant:

Mr F W S Carter

Location:

Houndbeare Farm, Rockbeare Hill

Proposal:

Construction of barn for hay and machinery storage

Observations:

Recommend approval

10.
East Devon District Council: Approvals

Application No:
09/1411/TRE (ADJACENT PARISH)
Applicant:

Mr B Allen

Location:

Hawkerland Edge, Exmouth Road

Proposal:

1 x Chestnut, remove weak stem leaning over shed and road, 


Crown clean; 1 x Beech, remove limb over building; 1 x 



Beech, remove 2 limbs over building; 1 x Chestnut, fell

Application No:
09/1450/FUL

Applicant:

Mr D Chetty

Location:

Great Houndbeare Farm

Proposal:

Conversion of 2 barns and office/barn to 6 holiday flats

Application No:
09/1473/COU

Applicants:

Mr & Mrs Fewins

Location:

Beautiport Farm

Proposal:

Renewal of temporary planning permission (08/1238/COU) for 


retention of mobile home

Application Nos:
09/1592/FUL & 09/1594/LBC

Applicant:

Mr R Lillicrap

Location:

Minchin Cottage, Minchin Lane

Proposal:

Demolition of existing sunroom extension, erection of new two 


storey extension and internal alterations to existing service 



wing (amended scheme to permission 09/0736/FUL)

11.
Finance


Payment of the following invoices was approved:

Cheque No
Detail






000714
L Parker – Salary and expenses



£265.65
000715
Devon Association of Parish Councils - AGM fee

£5.00
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The annual donation to Ring & Ride Service was considered. 

 Although the service 
at present being offered by the Ring & Ride appears to be 
inefficient and expensive the 
Parish Council is reluctant to let the service go by the 
wayside as it is a support to local communities with poor transport facilities. Some 
residents from this parish may wish to use the service in future months.
Resolved:    To inform Honiton Ring & Ride of the dissatisfaction of the Parish Council regarding its services and in the hope of improvement to donate £30 to the association for six months support.  The situation to be reviewed in 6 months time.
12.
Village Way

An update on the numbering of Village Way, in order to assist emergency vehicles to find relevant properties, was received.
The majority of properties in the vicinity of Village Way have been canvassed.  Nearly all those affected were prepared to have Village Way inserted as part of their registered address.  Those agreeing to be numbered could be, on the understanding that the numbers would be used. This might encourage those without numbers to be numbered. The Clerk has been informed that there is a strong chance that postcodes will be changed by Royal Mail should these addresses be changed.
Resolved:  To wait until the suggestion of postcode changes is received from Royal Mail then to write to each property with a questionnaire for completion as to their final acceptance of the changes. The 2/3rds acceptance would then come into effect. This would give the residents of each property all the information to hand. An article to be worded for Topics of this decision.
13.
Council owned land behind Scotchmead
Consideration was given as to whether to licence this land for community use. 
Resolved:  To make further enquiries.  To approach Mr Brookbank at EDDC regarding the preparation of a licence agreement over the area.  To enquire whether the land would be for sale and at what price. To be put forward to the November agenda. 
14.
Solar Security Lighting

The implementation of solar security lighting to light the path beside Sunny View was considered.
Resolved:  To look at the systems that are on the market as regards prices and efficiency.  To be put forward to the November agenda.
15.
Devon Association of Parish Councils County Committee 2007-2011: Casual 
vacancy
This Council is invited to submit a nomination should any Councillor wish to be considered.

Resolved:  No nominations would be submitted.
16.
Playground Equipment

Additional items and costings for playground equipment were considered.  Councillors had photocopies of suitable equipment and the pricings.

Resolved:  The Chair and Clerk would prepare the Playbuilder Expression of Interest form in time for the deadline of 14 October 2009 using the selected playground items.  This is a pre-requisite to the Grant Application.
17.
Playing Field Report 
All in good order with the exception of the swing chains which have been tipped over the top of the structures. 
18.       Correspondence Received
EDDC: Grant of Permitted Development at Manor Farm
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Acknowledgement for Parish Council donations from Village Hall Management Committee, PCC - Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Topics

Glasdon: Local Councils Autumn edition

Clerks & Councils Direct: September 2009 

Littlethorpe of Leicester: hardwood bus shelters

Village Green: September 2009 

CCD Review 2008-2009

Connect Roads: Annual Report A30/A35

RD & Express: August 2009

Devon Rural Network: Rural Devon Profile 2009

Wicksteed Playscapes: Discovery through play
Komplay: Playful Living
Society of Local Council Clerks: Can you afford not to be a member?
19.       Date of forthcoming meeting
Wednesday 11 November 2009 at 7.30pm 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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Chair
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