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       AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 7 July 2010 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr K Chun (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Mrs T Ash 

Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr N Finegan

Cllr A Ringe

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
One member of the public

In the absence of the Chair, Cllr Mrs S Coward, the Vice-Chairman, Cllr K Chun, chaired the meeting.

1.
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from the Chair, Cllr Mrs S Coward and District Cllr R Bloxham.
2.         Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr A Ringe declared a personal interest in item 9 as the applicant is a friend. He would take no part in the discussion.
3.         Minutes
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 2 June 2010 had been circulated prior to the meeting and were confirmed to be correct.
4.
Police Report 
PC Tyrrell had forwarded his report to the Clerk.  There had been 2 incidents reported to the Police which was one missing person report and a road traffic collision on the A3052. There was one reported crime which was the damage to the parish notice board in Village Way. Enquiries into this are continuing.
5.         Reports of County & District Councillors

There were no reports.
6.
Chairman’s Report

The Chair had mentioned that she is still trying to sort the drainage in Quartermile Hill but nothing else to report.
7.
Clerk’s Report
Mrs Parker said that she had been sent literature from the Devon Housing Options Partnership and East Devon District Council’s Residents’ Panel both requesting space in Topics to advertise their campaigns.
The Clerk had copied information for Councillors regarding the role and purpose of the Standards Committee.

The Camping and Caravanning Club has decided not to proceed with the application for a 5 caravan certificate at Great Houndbeare Farm.

The Clerk asked all Councillors to log on to the Parish Online service to see whether it is of benefit to the parish. 
DCC had been in touch regarding grit boxes. One is to be positioned in Withen Lane for the use of the residents in Bramblemead. The Clerk to respond that the Parish Council would like a further box positioned in Church Close.                                                     
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Cllr N Finegan asked for an update on the telephone kiosk in the parish. It is in a bad state of repair.  The Clerk would make enquiries with British Telecom. 

Cllr Finegan also mentioned the present situation regarding the building of the Cranbrook development now that the Rural Development Association funding has been withdrawn.  Cllr Ray Bloxham would be asked to clarify this at the September meeting.

All Councillors felt that it is wasteful and unnecessary for the Clerk to print off the agendas and minutes each month. It is sufficient for her to email them and bring to the meeting any additional pertinent paperwork. 
The Clerk thanked Cllr Finegan for refurbishing the parish notice boards. They have been re-varnished and the Parish Council name strips renewed.                                                 

8.
Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies


Exeter Airport Consultative Group – 19 May 2010
Cllr N Finegan had attended this meeting.  The Managing Director reported that the performance of the airport had suffered greatly from the 6 days of airspace closure during April due to volcanic ash clouds. The impact was also felt in the weeks after the closure. It is estimated that the impact of airspace closure had been 12,500 passengers during the 6 days and 10 – 15% lower than anticipated in the weeks post closure. Concern had been expressed that the 10 minutes free parking time was too short a time to be given for the delivery and collection of passengers. This was being investigated.

PC J Tyrrell joined the meeting.  He answered questions from the Parish Council and then left.

9.
Planning Application
Application No:

10/1155/LBC

Applicant:


Mr P Crompton

Location:


Truants Cottage, Village Way

Proposal:


Re-thatching of property in water reed to replace 





wheat reed

Observations:


Recommend approval
10.
East Devon District Council: Planning Decision – Approval

Application No:

10/0997/FUL

Applicant:


Mr D Ledger

Location:


Squirrels End, Within Lane

Proposal:


Installation of air to water heat pump and associated





apparatus

Cllr N Finegan expressed his disappointment at East Devon District Council’s reasons for approving the use of land at Sunnyfield, Great Houndbeare Farm, to be used as a caravan site for one gypsy family with associated works and structures. It was felt to be setting a precedent for similar future applications. All Councillors agreed with this so the Clerk would word a letter to the District Council accordingly. The approval of this application would be minuted in September.

11.
Finance


Payment of the following invoice was approved:

Cheque No
Detail






Amount


000742
L Parker – Salary and expenses


£212.02
It was noted that the VAT repayment has been received

£116.17

Quotations received from S W Countryside Contractors and Mr James Ayre to repair post and rail fencing around the recreation area and additionally to replace existing stile with self-closing gate were considered.
Resolved:  It was felt that it is not necessary to provide a gate to replace the stile. Access to the far field can be gained through the fence for the retrieval of footballs etc. Councillors 
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resolved to permit the Chair and Vice-Chair to arrange the selection of a suitable contractor to complete the work during the summer break.                                           

12.
Devon County Council: Playbuilder project

The Vice-Chair, Cllr K Chun, gave Councillors an update on the project so far. Cllr A Ringe would study the lease for the playground and the Playbuilder grant agreement. Mention was made that extra funding of £400 is required for protective fencing whilst the equipment is being constructed. Councillors felt that this figure was too high and should have been included in the contractor’s estimate together with the cost of a CAT scan. It was felt that all health and safety aspects should be the responsibility of the contractor.
Councillors gave approval for the Chair to sign in due course:

(i) Lease with EDDC for the playground (together with Vice-Chair)

(ii) Contract with Sutcliffe S W Ltd

(iii) The Playbuilder contract with Devon County Council

 

13.
East Devon District Council: 2011 Census

A response to the email from Philip Seccombe (forwarded to Councillors 22 June) concerning parish arrangements was considered.
Resolved:  There is nowhere in the parish to receive an internet signal on Wii. Councillors are, however, happy for a demonstration to take place via a mobile connection. The Clerk would put an article in the January edition of Topics to see if any housebound parishioners, or those that would find the form very difficult to fill in accurately, would require help in completing the form.
14.
Parish Footpaths

Cllr K Chun gave an update regarding work in progress. Work is underway on FP 16 which runs from Harp Lane through to Minchin Close. More than half has been completed.  Much of the path had been eroded by water.  Mr George Cann has dug a trench which will take the water from the top of the path so hopefully this will prevent future erosion. The steps have been strengthened at the Randlehayes Farm end of the path.  Additional funding is being provided by DCC to pay the contractor for this work. A path has also been cleared through the crop on FP 17, which is the short path which runs between Randlehayes Farm and Village Way. There has been a change of personnel in the footpath department at DCC.  Mr Richard Spurway has been seconded for 6 months to be this area’s co-ordinator.  Cllr Chun found Mr Spurway obliging and good to liaise with.
15.
Playing Field Report  
There was no report as much had been dealt with under item 12.

16.      Correspondence Received
Western Power Distribution: Road closure 31 August till 3 September on the road between the junction of Westcott Lane and Quarter Mile Lane.

Devon & Cornwall Police Authority: Police Liaison Meeting 12 July at Exmouth

Village Green: June 2010

East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: ‘Outstanding’ magazine Spring/Summer 2010

Sovereign: Playground equipment leaflet

Littlethorpe of Leicester: Hardwood bus shelter leaflet

Making it Local: Free workshops for grant schemes in Blackdown Hills and East Devon AONB

Wicksteed: Play equipment leaflet

Devon County Council: (1) P3 Newsletter Spring 2010 (2) Parish Lengthsman leaflet (3) Devontalk Summer 2010
Devon Association of Local Councils: Empowering Communities in Devon
East Devon Conservatives: Poster of local MP for the notice board     
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17.      Date of next meeting

Wednesday 1 September 2010 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.40pm.






……………………………………………….






Chair






……………………………………………….






Date

2
4

