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AYLESBEARE

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Aylesbeare held in the Village Hall on Monday 12 April 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)

Cllr Mrs T Ash

Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr A Ringe

Cllr N Finegan

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
District Cllr R Bloxham and thirteen members of the public


The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Mrs S Coward, opened the Meeting by welcoming members of the parish and the Guest Speaker, Mr Ian Knight who is the Community Engagement Manager of South West Ambulance.
1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Ken Chun, County Cllr Mrs C Channon, PC J Tyrrell, Mrs Jane Cooper, Mrs K Crompton and Mr Martin Rowles 

2. Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 8 April 2009 had been circulated prior to and were present at the Meeting.  They were confirmed to be correct.

3.
Guest Speaker

Ian Knight, Manager of Community Response introduced his colleague Robert Horton who supports Mr Knight in Devon and Cornwall. He explained his role is to provide rapid response by getting defibrillators into communities to avoid losing vital moments whilst waiting for ambulances. Defibrillators are used mainly for cardiac arrest. If patients are treated quickly there is an 85% survival rate. The machines can also be used for respiratory problems, chest complaints, pain resulting from angina, allergic reactions and stroke patients.  The arrival of an ambulance is targeted at 8 minutes.  If a defibrillator and life support skills are applied a cardiac arrest can often be prevented. In small communities it is possible to obtain a public access defibrillator which can be installed, unlocked, in a well-marked cabinet. This can then be attached to a prominent building for instance Village Hall, Public House, Post Office etc. Training can be given to members of the community to become responders.  To become part of a Community Response Team the training would be 3 days but for public access the training would be 4 hours.  Once a public access defibrillator has been put in place South West Ambulance would look after it and give support with free consumables in the form of batteries and pads.  There is free insurance and litigation protection available for anyone who has taken the 4 hour training as a community public access responder. The cost of each public access defibrillator is £1,000. They last a long time; some are 12 years old. They do not need to be serviced as they self-check every day at 3.03am. 
The Chair thanked both gentlemen and said that maybe Aylesbeare needs to think about fund raising.
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4.
East Devon District Council owned Residential Land to the rear of 
Village Way

Consideration was given to leasing this land for the use of the parish and the best way to utilise it.

Resolved:  After much discussion it was resolved that the matter is put to the Parish Plan committee to include in the next questionnaire when preparing the update of the Plan.  Perhaps also parishioners would mention it in the Local Development Framework questionnaire being circulated during April.
5.
Reports
Chair of the Parish Council
During the year the Chair, Cllr Mrs S Coward, said that the Parish Council had recommended approval to 17 planning applications. Countless papers had been read concerning the unitary status of Exeter which has now been confirmed in both Houses of Parliament. A Housing Need Survey had been conducted in the parish.  The result indicated that no more social housing was required. The Parish Council website is now live and running well.  She urged those present to give any information for the site to be passed to the Parish Clerk to keep the community advised of up and coming events etc. The Parish Council is at present conducting a survey regarding the Local Development Framework of the parish in the next 20 years. It is 5 years since the Parish Plan evolved.  This will soon be updated. The Parish Council has recently purchased a photocopier as the existing donated copier has irretrievably broken down. She is in regular contact with Devon Highways particularly regarding potholes since the very wet weather in the winter months.  Hopefully all will soon be rectified. There is still a drainage problem on the path near Sunny View through to the Church. The stagnant liquid has been checked and is clear of sewage.  The situation is however far from satisfactory. Likewise the flooding on Quartermile Hill remains a problem.  DCC has been no help so the Chair is now responding with the landowners, Clinton Devon Estates, to try to finally sort things. The ‘Off the Sofa Dayz’ sessions have been successfully running periodically for the children in the Village Hall. The Parish Council funded the hall hire costs and there is equipment held in the ‘Youth Cupboard’ for use during the holidays. Devon County Council is encouraging all Parish Councils to prepare an Emergency Plan so that residents have a good chance of looking after themselves should they be stricken by a major problem and the emergency services not being immediately available to help. A small group has been established led by resident Anna Thompson and they are looking at the Devon County recommendations and will be sending out a questionnaire to all residents in the village to complete. She hopes the parish will support this matter. She concluded by thanking her Councillors, all of whom are volunteers, as they regularly represent the Parish Council on outside committees and also the Parish Clerk for her dedication during the year.
Police
PC J Tyrrell had forwarded his report to the Clerk.  The number of recorded crimes had dropped from 15 crimes in 2008/09 to 14 in 2009/10. He then gave a breakdown of the figures.  


County Councillor
The Chair read out the report which had been forwarded by County Cllr Mrs Christine Channon. The very bad winter has played havoc with the roads, especially the minor roads which seem to have developed more and more potholes as the earlier ones have been filled. Luckily the Clerk keeps a sharp eye for road defects and keeps pressure on DCC Highways for remedial action. Extra money was placed in the budget this year for this work and for 
                                                  550/09

ditching and gullying. The bus service continues to be regularly used and she is hopeful that we will soon have a bus shelter to offer a dry and comfortable waiting area. She has placed an order for some extra grit boxes, one of which has been allocated to Aylesbeare. The Parish Council has ordered a further box and their arrival is awaited.  DCC will maintain these boxes.
District Councillor
District Cllr Ray Bloxham explained the latest position about the Boundary Committee review of local government in Devon which recommended a Unitary Council for Exeter with no change to the remainder of the County. This has now been passed by both Houses of Parliament but a change of government at the forthcoming election could yet unravel the decisions. East Devon District Council and all other District Councils in the area will remain. EDDC is now sharing services with other councils and looking at its own structure to respond to the current and foreseeable economic climate. He mentioned the current position about the Regional Spatial Strategy and also described the work that is currently in hand to prepare a Local Development Framework which will shape planning and development until 2026. As well as his ward responsibilities he is Chairman of the Overview & Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee and the responsibilities carried to ensure that the Council is operating effectively. He is a member of the Development Management Committee which decides on controversial planning issues, a member of the Rationalisation Committee which is looking at the future structure of the council and is also working on the Corporate Risk Management Group which is finalising work on a risk management system for the council. He now attends Executive Board meetings which tend to clash with Aylesbeare Parish Council meetings but he does try to maintain contact with the Clerk and Chair and continues to contribute regularly to Topics. He hoped that his column in Topics is found to be interesting and he thanked the Parish Council for their considerable support throughout the year.  He repeated his plea for anyone to come to him if he can be of help with community issues.

Community Fund
Mr Norman Allison stood to read this report.  He felt it had been a hugely successful year. £3,928 had been raised for good causes from the fete, bingo and carol singing. This goes to show what generous residents we have in this parish and surrounding area and also the wonderful volunteer fund raisers that work tirelessly for the benefit of various charities including the church, chapel, village hall, toddler group, playing field and Dogs for the Deaf.  There is a balance in the bank of £1,359 of which £470 is held for the 55+ Club which is at present in limbo awaiting resurrection. £46 is being held on behalf of Neighbourhood Watch and £842 is being held for the start up of this year’s fete. He felt that maybe some of this should be moved on.


St Marys Church PCC
Miss Ann Turl gave this report. The PCC is grateful for the grant of £350 given by the Parish Council from the precept towards the upkeep of the churchyard.  This is a large area and takes considerable time to mow. They now have a mulcher mower which obviates the need to collect grass cuttings. Strimming around the headstones is very time consuming and Ron Miller always ensures it is tidy for weddings.  They have introduced a letter which gives guidelines and help to families using the churchyard. Seventeen bags of squirrel nesting were removed when the roof was renewed in 2001.  Squirrels have been seen recently so fingers crossed they stay out of the roof. Rev Karen Spray is busy getting to know people throughout the seven parishes and sends her apologies as she is at another meeting. There are three 
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weddings booked this year which helps with the finances. Now that the sound and loop system is fully operational it is hoped the church can be used for secular activities. The vice turret and tower is the next major repair project.

Neighbourhood Watch
As Martin Rowles was not able to be present the Clerk read the short report. He is not aware of any incidents having been reported to the local co-ordinators during the last twelve months. If anyone wishes to be placed on the email list so they can receive the Community Messaging Service then please email him at martinrowles@btinternet.com.  These are warning messages from the police of local incidents.

Parish Footpaths
In his absence Cllr Ken Chun’s report was read by the Chair. This winter has left our footpaths in a very muddy state but with few exceptions they pass the category of being safe to use. The footpath rules state that mud has to be in excess of 8” deep before action has to be taken.


He has asked the County Council to fill in the deep puddle in the hedgerow 
half way along footpath 4 also to look into ways of overcoming the deep mud 
by Lower Nutwalls Farm on Footpath 5. Both of these items will cost more 
than is available in the Parish Council Footpath Account.


Footpath 16 has suffered quite substantial erosion over the winter months. 
The steps at the southern end have been undermined by water running off 
the fields and the path itself has been narrowed by erosion of the bank. He 
has organised some remedial work to be carried out in April to secure the 
steps and repair the worst erosion to the bank. He has also asked for 
additional money from the County Council so that protective boarding could 
be provided to most, if not all, of the bank.


The farmer continues to plough the headland in the field at the south end of 
footpath 2 and this must stop and the surface restored. The headland of fields 
containing a footpath must not be ploughed or cultivated and the width of 
footpath maintained at 1.5m wide.


He would appreciate the co-operation of anyone walking the paths to let him 
know of problems they encounter or any land owner or farmer experiencing 
problems with people using the footpaths in the parish.


Playing Field 

The Chair said that there is an application pending for a grant to replace 
some of the ageing equipment. Diagrams of all the selected equipment has 
been on display in the Village Hall. One of the swing frames is getting rather 
shaky so is to be replaced with a nest swing. This piece of equipment is 
greatly enjoyed in other playgrounds. The children of the parish requested a 
roundabout so two have been allocated; one for the teens and one for the 
younger children. These should be indestructible. The bus is still being 
enjoyed but is looking rather 
dilapidated. Mr David Griffiths will repair the bus 
this spring as water 
gets into the panels and need replacing. A hedge laying 
instructor came earlier in the year and as a result half of the hedge at the 
entrance to the playing field from Village Way has been relaid. It is envisaged 
the other half 
will be laid next year. The playground equipment inspection 
was due to be 
carried out in 
March. We have not had sight of it yet. EDDC 
will continue to cut the grass under the grounds maintenance contract.

Table Tennis Club
Neil Lindup reported that during the autumn the club met 8 times and, to date, 7 times during the winter. The heating is not used in the hall and the equipment is shut up during the summer. They have paid their way for the hall hire and the Youth Group has use of the tables and equipment. It is hoped 
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that some of their members will join the table tennis club when they are older.  The number of players attending sessions range from 2 to 8 and are mostly from Aylesbeare this year.  Mr Lindup encouraged newcomers in the autumn.  It is great fun, good exercise and keeps co-ordination and reactions going when you’re 74!

Toddlers Group

Mrs Jane Fitt was the representative who stated that Aylesbeare Baby & 
Toddler Group is a mum and carer led group which meets in the village hall 
every Thursday morning during school term time.  A typical session would 
comprise of general, play, and snack and drink break, sing along session 
for 
nursery rhymes then further play and pack away time.  Attendance of the 
group is steady but a few families will be lost this year as children leave for 
school. It is a happy little morning group; chaotic but fun.  Mothers are there 
to attend when necessary. The children take to the music and rhyme early 
and it helps with their development.

Topics
Robert Brown, co-editor, stated that another 12 monthly copies of Aylesbeare Topics have been produced and circulated with a few of the usual minor problems. The magazine would not exist without the considerable contribution of the team and a large vote of thanks goes to them for all their efforts.  A special mention and thanks are due to Veronica Szypillo for the time and effort she contributes by producing the master copies for the printers, with the occasional back up from Frances Hawkins.  Jean and Geoff Foxwell and their team of distributors also merit a mention for their work in making sure all the residents of Aylesbeare receive a copy of the magazine. The arrangement with Clearview Digital Printers works well and they usually get hard copies back in 2 or 3 days of hi, emailing the master copies to them. The financial position is good and there is a healthy bank balance ending the year slightly down on last year although he is still chasing a few advertisers for their payments.  When these are received the accounts should break even. It is hoped that Topics will continue for another 12 months but it should be noted that a lot of the team are getting older and it would be a good idea if volunteers were encouraged to come forward eventually to take over the production 

Village Fete 2009
Mrs Crompton had forwarded her report to the Clerk.  Following the success of last year’s fete and fun day the committee has started planning the 2010 event to be held on 10 July in the field behind the Aylesbeare Inn. This event seems to be enjoyed by all and even the atrocious weather last year did not dampen the spirits of all who came.  A record sum of more then £2,700 was raised and shared among the church, chapel, village hall, playing field and the toddler group.  Many of the same attractions are being planned again and the scouts’ tents from Whimple will once again provide shelter from rain or sun. The organising committee is smaller this year as some people were unable to continue and so new members would be very welcome.  More people on the committee will help share the load.  Another successful week is being looked forward to with the fete day, skittles competition and hopefully the cricket match against Farringdon.


Village Hall Management Committee
Mr Lew Trump gave the report in the absence of the new Chair Mrs Katherine Crompton. The busy time for the hall was May to July the rest of the year was comparatively quiet. In those months the Young Offenders Group decorated the outside of the hall. They could only come once a week so the job took 
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quite a time to complete. There was an ex-marine in charge who handled the group very well. The two major expenses for the hall are heating and insurance. The heating system is inefficient with the high ceiling and no insulation. Energy prices have been escalating and it was so chilly that the background heating was needed in May and September. The first quarter this year cost £740. Maybe it is time to consider a different form of heating. The hall is usually only used at night when the temperature drops.  It would be good if it were used more during the day. The year finished with a deficit of £1,560.

Women’s Institute
Unfortunately there was not a representative present to read the report which had been prepared by Jane Cooper the president.  The Chair read that Aylesbeare W I has enjoyed a variety of speakers at the monthly meetings. Members visited Otter Nurseries, tried Morris dancing and made a willow wand as well as making Christmas table arrangements which were distributed to pensioners living on their own in the parish. Two hospitality teas were hosted in the village hall and a village quiz arranged in November. Members helped out with the tea and cake stall at the fete and joined the carol singers at Christmas. One of the members came 3rd in the Devon Federation competition for flower arranging.  Teams were entered in the county skittles and whist and quiz competitions.  Aylesbeare ladies won the quiz – first out of 165 teams! Members also attended events organised by the Devon Federation to learn about Afghanistan, badgers, cookery and beauty and pampering. They are a friendly bunch and would love to welcome new members.

Youth Club
Callum, a youth group member, said that this group has been running for over 3 years and is for young people from the ages of 11 to 18. They meet every Monday evening during term time from 7pm till 8.30pm. at a cost of £1.  There is at present generally about 15 members attending per week mostly from the village but some from Westhill, Southerton and other nearby areas. The group was set up by a committee of parents and they have overall responsibility for the group. The committee has applied for grants to pay for a qualified youth leader to run the sessions.  She is employed through the Devon Youth Service and is supported by parents and other volunteers on a weekly rota. Activities include table tennis, cooking, art and craft, playing on the Wii or Xbox, snooker and pool. They join up with other youth centres during the summer to do activities. Due to the village fundraising events they have been able to buy extra equipment, including goalposts and a shed to give extra storage.
Mrs Kate Williamson followed by saying that she and the other two officers all intend to stand down in July and as yet there seems to be very little interest from anyone else to take a more active role. Parents of newer members are being encouraged to become more involved. The new Devon Youth Service contract has increased from £1,600 to £2,600 per annum from January 2010 and under the terms of the contract they are obliged to commit to a minimum of 2 years. They are continuing to apply for grants to completely cover the current service commitment to the end of 2011 but they are becoming more difficult to secure so this is a cause for concern at the moment. The youth group provides a great opportunity and focal point for 11 to 16 year olds to get to know each other in Aylesbeare as they attend a variety of different primary and secondary schools. They are in a safe environment and it helps to make them feel part of the local community.
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6.
Format of future Annual Parish Meetings

The change of format of future meetings was discussed.
Resolved:  To try a change next year.  Maybe presentation tables would be an idea to make the evening more informal. The Clerk would investigate.
7.
Open Forum

1.
Cllr Tansi Ash suggested that perhaps the parish could take 
advantage of the raffle mentioned by Ken Chun, through Ottery St 
Mary Rotary Club, at last year’s Annual Parish Meeting. This would 
perhaps fund the purchase of a defibrillator. She was prepared to 
train to be a responder as was the Chair.

2.
Ann Turl criticised the wording of the agenda as she felt it was not 
made clear who the guest speaker was.

Cllr Noel Finegan concluded the meeting by thanking Cllr Mrs Sheila Coward, the Chair of the Parish Council, for her considerable work and energies during the year which was endorsed by all present.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 9.20pm.






…………………………………………………






Chair






…………………………………………………






Date
