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AYLESBEARE

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Aylesbeare held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 8 April 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)

Cllr K Chun (Vice-Chair)

Cllr Mrs T Ash

Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
County Cllr Mrs C Channon, District Cllr R Bloxham and nineteen 



members of the public

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Mrs S Coward, opened the Meeting by welcoming the Guest Speaker, Mr Mike Walker, and members of the parish.

1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Noel Finegan, Mrs Jane Cooper, Mrs Jane Fitt, Mr Martin Rowles and Mr John Webber.
2. Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 9 April 2008 had been circulated prior to and were present at the Meeting.  They were confirmed to be correct.

3.
Guest Speaker

Mike Walker told the meeting that he is Chair of the Central Devon Bench of Magistrates’ Courts, a position that is only held for one year.   There are 150 Lay Magistrates within his jurisdiction and they are all volunteers.  They are only paid for travel and subsistence costs. The age range for recruiting Magistrates may be 18 – 64 years. Three members attend together at any one time so that a majority decision can be made and a trained lawyer is always present.  They appear on the bench for 18 days a year, the minimum requirement being 13 days. There are Magistrates’ Courts at Heavitree, Honiton, Cullompton and Crown Courts in Southernhay, which are open for business Monday to Saturday and all bank holidays but are closed Sundays and Christmas Day.  These Courts deal with fine enforcement, drug referrals, domestic violence (which requires special training), motoring offences and family matters. If an appellant pleads guilty, having been arrested, then he is entitled to a 30% reduction of his sentence or fine.  One of the four Courts at Heavitree has a video system installed which is connected to all similar Courts in the country.  The nearest female prison is at Gloucester. Beside the police other agencies can bring people to Court for example EDDC, DCC, and RSPCA.  The Magistrates’ system deals with 95% of criminal activity leaving 5% which goes to Crown Court.    Magistrates have the powers of authority to impose fines, implement probation orders and commit to prison for six months.  In Exeter if they feel a case is beyond their authority the case is referred to Judge Graham Cottle. Bail is an entitlement for all appellants and should a Magistrate deny bail then a reason has to be given. Mr Walker said that he finds the work rewarding and interesting.  All Magistrates get outstanding training from the Criminal Justice Board.  Mr Walker finished by taking questions from the floor.
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4.
Reports
Chair of the Parish Council 
Cllr Mrs S Coward informed the Meeting that since the last Annual Parish Meeting the Parish Council had considered 19 planning applications. Of these 15 had been recommended for approval and 4 for refusal. To date the District Council had approved 10, refused 4 and 5 are still pending consideration.  There had been three Appeals; two had been dismissed and the other is ongoing.
The precept this year has remained the same at £5,500 in an attempt to keep Council Tax down.  At the end of the financial year the Parish Council accounts totalled some £5,200.  These accounts would be published after audit. 

The bus service to Exeter, which commenced in May 2006, is still popular and being well used.  On two occasions the bus did not appear due to a driver error.

The Ring & Ride service is not being used very much at present as it is felt to be quite expensive.
The lighting of the path adjacent to Sunny View has still not been resolved.  DCC is prepared to finance the installation and maintenance of a light but permission from residents is necessary before a light can be attached to their property.
The Parish Council website is under construction and should any organisation have information they wish to be added would they let the Clerk know.  

Last year 15 – 20 children enjoyed a two day holiday play scheme organised by EDDC with funds from a 2 year grant obtained from the Lottery fund.   This is take place again this year, based in the Village Hall.  Unfortunately there were no volunteers to help last year so if anyone enjoys working with children would they give it some thought. Miss Nicola Pope came second in the competition aimed at naming the play scheme i.e. Off the Sofa Dayz.

There has been a request that residents try to park on the same side of the road or use the car park to the rear of Scotchmead.  This is so that emergency vehicles can access the playground. The suggestions that the Parish Council made to EDDC to improve the parking facilities were not acceptable.  White lining in the car park may be a possibility.
She has been informed by the Highways Department that further drainage works are to take place in the parish.  These are to be in the vicinity of the stream in Village Way and at Shutebridge Corner.  Hopefully the drainage works by the stream will avoid the surface water lying across Church Close which led to ice in the winter months.  The hand rail by the ford at Rosamondford is soon to be replaced.  The meeting was told that this has been carried out.  Drainage works will hopefully be carried out inside the field beside the dip in Quartermile Hill during the summer.

The planning application by Flybe to build a hotel and pilot training academy has been approved by EDDC and has now gone to the Secretary of State for final consideration.
The Chair ended by thanking her five Parish Councillor colleagues who rarely miss meetings and often attend functions outside the parish to represent Aylesbeare. This year saw the regrettable resignation of Mrs Jean Foxwell as Parish Councillor after many years.  Mr Alan Ringe has since been co-opted onto the Parish Council and is proving to be an asset.  All Councillors give their time freely and are a great support. She also thanked the Clerk for her assistance during the year.
Police
PC J Tyrrell introduced PCSO Steve Trail to the meeting who has recently been stationed at Ottery St Mary. 
Ignoring domestic disputes the number of recorded crimes had remained static at 13 as was the case in the preceding 12 months.  He then gave a breakdown of the figures.  He advised those present that all sheds and outdoor structures should be made more secure in an attempt to avoid burglary.  He stressed that we were very blessed to be living in a low crime area.
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The question of speeding vehicles was raised from the floor.  PC Tyrrell felt that this area was low priority for changing speed limits.  The best deterrent would be to report the registration number of offending vehicles.  He could then possibly have a word in an effort to slow them down.                                                       

County Councillor
Most of the contact Cllr Channon has with the parish is connected to highways – blocked easements, flooding and potholes.  She stated that she was appalled at the number of potholes in the parish.  The roads in the parish are in a poor condition.  Highway maintenance has not had the premium it should by both the Government and the County Council.  She asked the meeting to let the Clerk know of any potholes or highway problems.

She was pleased to see that the drain has been sorted by the Aylesbeare Inn which unfortunately led to flooding earlier in the year.
She is aware of the broken apron at Perkin’s Village and would ensure that it is attended to.  
She was pleased to contribute a little of her locality budget to finance the Parish Council website construction which is underway.   

She was pleased the bus is being well used and asked whether a bus shelter would be beneficial.  It was mentioned that perhaps the schoolchildren would be able to take advantage of this too.  The Clerk would look into the matter.
She was asked from the floor whether the bus to Exeter was hail and ride. There was inconclusive evidence that this was a fact so she would make enquiries.

Mention was made of the poor state of Within Lane.  Cllr Channon replied that unfortunately the County Council had changed its policy on the lengthsman.  All work is now put out to contract.  This negative step is high on her priority list and she would fight to get the lengthsman service re-instated.

The question of recycling was raised.  It was felt that there is so much packaging nowadays that cannot be recycled.  It would be a good idea if local councils got together with the purpose of asking manufacturers to use less packaging.

She ended by thanking the Chair and Clerk for keeping her well informed and being so co-operative and also Mrs Jean Foxwell for the regular sending of Topics which keeps her up to date with parish events.
District Councillor
District Cllr R Bloxham told the meeting that he was sympathetic to the lack of budget pertaining to the highway maintenance.  Earlier in the year the roads were devastated around Ottery St Mary following the freak storm.  The StreetScene department of EDDC worked manfully cleaning both the streets and homes.
He gave a brief explanation on the latest situation regarding the Boundary Committee proposals for unitary local government and the impact of the recent Court of Appeal judgement.  This involved how the proposed changes, if implemented, might impact on local government for Aylesbeare and the surrounding area.  His concern was the lack of democracy that would ensue should the county become unitary.  Should this happen then this area would only have one Councillor.  This would make it impossible for the Councillor to keep in touch as the area would be too big and remote.  Parishes would therefore not be adequately represented.  It would be local government by remote control.

A statement came from the floor that the recent Core Strategy Issues and Options paper took no account of any representation made.  It was felt that the consultation had been completely ineffective.  Cllr Bloxham replied that as yet no final report had been made and EDDC has not discussed it.  He agreed that the document had missed the point but stressed that it is not finalised.  Parishes must continue to express their points of view.
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Cllr Bloxham tries to maintain regular contact with people in the parish through the Parish Council and a regular column in Topics.  He encouraged everyone to contact him if he could be of help.

Cllr Bloxham concluded by thanking Cllr Mrs S Coward, Chair of the Parish Council, the Clerk and all Parish Councillors for keeping him aware of District Council issues.  

Community Fund
Mr Norman Allison gave the annual financial report for the Community Fund.

The year opened with a Fund of £448.14 which was made up of £401.42 on behalf of the Fete Committee and £48.76 being held for Neighbourhood Watch.  During the year monies were held and disbursed on behalf of the Fete Committee, Bingo and Carol Singing.  The net funds raised at the Fete were distributed to the Church of St Mary, the Chapel, the Village Hall, the Toddlers Group, the Youth Group and the Village Playing Field.  The funds raised from the Christmas Bingo were distributed to the Village Hall, the Church of St Mary and the Chapel.  The monies raised from carol singing were donated to the Hospital League of Friends at Ottery St Mary.  The year ended with a balance of £579.19; there is still an outstanding expense of £93.99 pertaining to the purchase of a marquee. This balance held is £438.44 on behalf of the Fete Committee and £46.76 Neighbourhood Watch.

Mr Allison said that the figures have not been formally approved by the Community Fund Committee but the Committee meets in the near future for its AGM.

Mr Allison thanked Frances Hawkins for acting as Treasurer.  Her work is much appreciated.
The Church of The Blessed Virgin Mary
Miss Ann Turl, Churchwarden of the Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, said that the Parochial Church Council is most grateful for the donation from the Parish Council out of the parish precept towards the care of the churchyard.  Without this the area would not be as tidy as it is at present.

The PCC want the area to be a place of rest and tranquillity with wild flowers growing but they are mindful of current health and safety regulations.  To this end they are issuing guidelines to new users in that no glass containers may be used and there must be only one pot on the ground, adjacent to the headstone, where only bulbs may be planted.  The dog fouling is less problematical at present.

By the end of June it is hoped that the new priest in charge will have been appointed.

The report on the church tower is still awaited.

Neighbourhood Watch
The Clerk read the report that had been forwarded by Mr Martin Rowles.
He is not aware of any incidents having been reported to the local co-ordinators.
The East Devon Neighbourhood Watch Support Office have advised him that there are no co-ordinators in Aylesbeare in the following zones: the area covering the stream to Blind Lane, Minchin Lane and Bramblemead and the triangle formed by Madges Cross, Podgers Pit and the Halfway Inn which includes Mattocks, Livermores, Glebe Farm and Heatherdown.  If anyone would like to volunteer then Mr Rowles would put them in touch with the Support Office.
Mr Rowles can give anyone in the parish the details to get emails from the Community Messaging Service which are warning messages from the police of local incidents.

Parish Footpaths
Cllr Ken Chun has been inspecting the parish footpaths for the past twelve months and generally finds them to be in good order.  It is difficult to understand exactly where the parish and DCC responsibilities differ. Last year a number of items were 
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indentified for attention but before Cllr Chun could arrange the work the County Council had dealt with them following their bi-annual inspection.  Mr Richard  Spurway, the Parish Paths Liaison Officer of DCC, agreed that the situation is not clear and is organising some training during this year.  There are several items requiring attention which are beyond the P3 funding.  Mr Spurway has agreed to look into alternative means of providing finance and getting the work completed.

On a general note the County Council is striving to get all the old and ancient rights of way open throughout the county.  Cllr Chun has brought Blind Lane to their attention as he would like to see it being maintained more effectively.

He ended by asking the meeting to let him know if there are any problems found when travelling on the parish footpaths and bridleways so that he can endeavour to help resolve them.

Playing Field
Cllr Mrs Sheila Coward reported that several items in the playground were getting old and maybe thoughts should go towards replacing them.  The seesaw which had been installed in the last couple of years does not have much movement probably due to health and safety reasons.  It is therefore really not much fun for the youngsters to use.  There is a parish in North Devon which has had some Scandinavian play equipment installed which may be used by both children and adults.  She felt that perhaps this would be a good way of getting people together.  She is at present organising a group of people to go to have a look at this equipment and if suitable will put it to the parish for its opinions.  It would then be necessary to raise the necessary funding in order to purchase the new items.
The new swing seat which had been ordered several months ago has arrived and would soon be installed.  This would mean that all the swing seats had been replaced in the last three years.

Cllr Coward felt that it would soon be necessary to replace the existing fence around the playground.

Table Tennis Club
Mr Neil Lindup told the meeting that the table tennis club met 7 times during the autumn of 2008 and 8 times from Christmas to date.  The hire of the hall has been met and they have enjoyed some very energetic evenings.
Unfortunately several players have been unable to come this season.  They live in other villages and have had commitments nearer home.

Those who have attended have always seemed to enjoy the sessions but more regular players are needed from the village for the club to prosper and grow.
Toddlers Group
Mrs Jane Fitt had forwarded her report to the Clerk.

Aylesbeare Baby and Toddler Group is a Mum and Carer Led Group which meets in the Village Hall every Thursday during school term time.

A typical session would comprise of general play, snack and drink break, sing along session for nursery rhymes then further play and pack away time.

They were fortunate this year to receive a donation from the Fete Committee which has been spent on upgrading toys and craft supplies.

The group is currently thriving with a regular attendance of 12 plus families.  They are well supported by the mums and carers from Aylesbeare and also several from Westhill, Farringdon, Whimple and Talaton.

It is only necessary to advertise occasionally in Topics and the group is generally found by word of mouth and Health Visitor recommendations.

Should there be any queries the Mrs Fitt is very happy to answer.
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Topics

Mr Robert Brown, a co-editor, gave his report.
Another 12 months of Topics have been produced and circulated to residents of the parish. The usual hiccups have been experienced but in most cases the magazine                                                        

has been out on time.  A record of thanks goes to all the team for their efforts to achieve this result.  Especial thanks to Veronica Szypillo, who prepares the master copies, with the occasional back up from Frances Hawkins.  Also to Jean and Geoff Foxwell who fold the finished copies received from the printers and arrange the distribution through the team of distributors who also must be thanked for their efforts.
There has been a change in the printing of the magazine.  Clearview Digital Printers, who were located in premises in Oak Road, have stopped their printing activities and moved to Woodbury.  However they recommended an associated company who operate from premises near Salisbury.  They have agreed to do the printing and collating at the same price although it is necessary to pay for the carriage of the finished documents.

Topics has a healthy bank balance due to the number of advertisers and to the Parish Council contribution.
Mr Brown concluded that the team hope to continue to produce and distribute the magazine for another 12 months and that recipients find it useful.

The Chair gave her thanks to the team – they are all volunteers and Aylesbeare is very fortunate in having the Topics magazine.
Village Fete 2008
Mrs Katherine Crompton, the Chairperson of the Village Fete, stated that last year the fete was held on 12 July in the field behind the Aylesbeare Inn.  £1,800 was raised and the funds were distributed as described in the Community Fund report.  Several lessons had been learned chiefly that more personnel would be beneficial performing certain jobs.

Planning for the 2009 Fete has begun and the date will be July 11 in the same field. The purpose of the Fete is to provide a village event where everyone can come together to have fun as well as raise funds.   As well as herself as Chair, the Committee elected Warren Pope as secretary and Norman Allison as treasurer.

In November the committee worked alongside the village hall management committee to clear out the shed and identify what belongs to whom.  Thanks go to the volunteers who helped the job go quickly and smoothly.

This year many of the stalls and attractions will be the same as 2008 but sponsorship has been actively pursued for such things as the hire of marquees, bouncy castles and children’s entertainer.  Local businesses have been approached for contributions to the prize draw.  Bendarroch School will once again be involved, organising races for the children, and it is hoped that there will again be the use of the school’s parking facilities.

The annual skittles week and the cricket match against Farringdon on the day following the Fete seem to have become permanent fixtures and will once again be taking place.

Volunteers are heavily relied upon for preparing the field, putting up tents, collecting and sorting bric-a-brac, books and toys, serving teas – the list is endless.  As many groups and people as usual are offering their services without too much arm twisting and the committee is very grateful.

All being well and with kind weather it is hoped that this year will be a successful, enjoyable and profitable event.
Village Hall Management Committee
Mr Lew Trump, Chairman, gave a report.

2008/09 has been a quiet year for the hall, both in terms of activity and financially.  All the regular groups have continued to use the hall and income from them has 
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remained more or less static.  Income from donations has been almost the same but the income from private hire is up by about 15%. Although there is a net annual profit of £1,300, £1,000 of this was from generous donations.  This year there has                                                        
been no repair expenditure otherwise it would have been necessary to draw on reserves.
This year Aylesbeare has an entry on the Devon Village Halls website and a couple of bookings have been made as a result of this.  Unfortunately one did not mature as there was insufficient parking available.
It is difficult to overcome the problem of lack of income.  Any increase in hire charges may be counter-productive but all necessary expenses such as insurance and electricity are rising.  An active band of volunteers would be an asset but as yet this has not been found.

Women’s’ Institute

Ms Ro Dickman gave the report on behalf of Mrs Jane Cooper, President of Aylesbeare WI, who was unable to be present
During the past year Aylesbeare WI has celebrated its 65th birthday with a party in the village hall, comprising a sit-down supper with entertainment.

At the monthly meetings they have enjoyed learning about a variety of subjects, had a noisy beetle drive when one speaker had to cancel and laughed at the Committee’s potted panto in December. There have been lunches out and craft meetings plus a theatre trip to Plymouth.

Members have also attended events organised by the County Federation including a trip to Denham where the WI College is.  They have had teams in the finals of both the county quiz and the whist.

They have been involved in village activities with the annual tea rota and cakes at the Fete as well as the Christmas plants given to pensioners in the parish who live alone.

Members support the carol singing as well as the walking group and country dancing both of which were apparently originally started by the WI.

They also offer hospitality teas and there is cutlery which is available for loan to hirers of the village hall.

There is always an open invitation to the ladies of the parish to go along to Aylesbeare WI.  

Youth Club
Miss Amelia Branson said that the Aylesbeare Youth Group has been running for over 2 years and a supper/skittles evening in the Aylesbeare Inn was organised as a second birthday celebration.  It proved to be a very enjoyable evening with positive                                                       

comments received concerning the group’s excellent manners and behaviour during the evening.
The Group meets every Monday evening during term time from 7pm till 8.30pm at a cost of £1 per member.  It continues to attract around 15 young people each week.  It is run by a qualified youth leader who is employed through the Devon Youth Service and who is also supported by parents/volunteers on a rota basis.
Weekly activities include table tennis, cooking, art and craft, Wii, music, snooker and with the lighter evenings and warmer weather there will also be some outdoor sports.

Due to generous donations from the village fundraising events it has been possible to buy some extra equipment including an ipod docking station and games for the Wii.

There have been a few changes since last September when a new leader with a different approach took over and unfortunately this led to some unhappiness within the group, However from March the previous youth worker has returned and it is hoped that things will now settle back into the normal routine.
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Next term the usual activities will be on offer hopefully together with a ten pin bowling trip and a visit from St John’s Ambulance to give first aid training.

5.
Open Forum

There were no questions from the floor.

Cllr Ken Chun mentioned a community raffle organised by the Rotary Club in Ottery St Mary should any organisation be wishing to raise additional funds.  He has the details.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
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