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     AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 1 April 2009 at 7.30pm.
PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)
Cllr K Chun (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr N Finegan

Cllr A Ringe

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
District Cllr R Bloxham
1.
Apologies for Absence  

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs T Ash. 
2.         Declaration of interest in Item on the Agenda
Cllr Mrs S Coward declared a personal interest on item 8 (ii) – the applicant is a personal friend.
3.         Minutes

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 4 March 2009 had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.
4.         Police Report
PC J Tyrrell had forwarded his report to the Clerk.  During March there were seven incidents reported to the Police.  Two were non-dwelling burglaries; two were vehicle obstructions, an oil spillage, an anti social behaviour complaint and a report of a found horse.  There were two reports of recorded crimes: a burglary at the Aylesbeare Inn and a burglary at commercial premises at Common Farm. 
5.         Report of District Councillor
1.
District Cllr R Bloxham gave an update on the EDDC appeal regarding the 
Unitary Status for Devon.  The Court of Appeal delivered its judgement on 25 
March.  The principle points were that the Boundary Committee did not 
consult widely enough on the proposal for a single unitary council for Devon, 
did not give the public clear information about the option of maintaining the 
status quo and gave no proper summary of the financial risks attached to 
the 
proposed changes.
2.
As earlier reported Cllr Bloxham is a member of the working group formed to 
look at the Vanguard/Systems thinking approach to planning. Two 
recommendations are being put forward to improve the situation which need 
approval by the full Council in May before they can be implemented.
6.
Chairman’s Report

Cllr Mrs S Coward reported that DCC has carried out ditching works near the carriageway on Quartermile Hill but further ditching needs to be carried out inside the hedge, on private land, the whole length of the field to improve the drainage.  This will be undertaken by DCC, with the landowner’s consent, during the summer months.  It would help if the road surface was raised to bring the level up but this is low priority and therefore will not be possible.  The Environmental Health Neighbourhood Assessment has been delivered to all houses in the parish.  It was felt that no further action is necessary.
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7.
Clerk’s Report

Mrs L Parker had received a reply concerning the levying of parking charges in 
community hospitals.  There are no arrangements in place for any car park charges 
being installed other than at Honiton and Whipton, Exeter.  There are cycle races 
scheduled in the village on 5 and 19 April, both starting at Bendarroch School. A 
notice to this effect has been placed on the main notice board.  There is to be a 
drop-in information surgery run by the Community Council of Devon to take place on 
24 April at Cullompton Town Hall. The subject is the Parish Plan.  The Highway 
Department of DCC has responded that it would be impractical to amend the priority 
of the Marwood Road junction on the B3184 without significant engineering works 
having to be conducted.  The Clerk will again request a Give Way sign at this 
junction. Mrs Parker had undertaken an afternoon’s training at Vision Websites to 
enable her to commence construction of the Parish Council website.  An Easter 
Bonnet parade has been arranged at Payhembury Village Hall on 11 April to bring 
villages and towns together. The Chairman of EDDC is to be one of the judges and it 
is open to all.  DCC is hosting an Introduction to the Commons Act 2006 event at 
County Hall on 1 May. 
8.
Planning Applications: 
Observations made between meetings due to time constraints were ratified:

Application No:
09/0254/FUL (ADJACENT PARISH)
Applicant:

Mr C Bond
Location:

Seven Milestone Barn, Sidmouth Road

Proposal:

Construction of 4 no. coarse fish stock ponds and erection of 


timber storage sheds
Observations:

Recommend approval

New Application

Application No:
09/0243/FUL

Applicant:

Mr A Thomas

Location:

Elmdene, Withen Lane

Proposal:

Construction of new roof including dormer windows to provide 


first floor accommodation

Observations:

Recommend approval.  It was considered to be an imaginative 


design which will improve the dwelling.
9.
East Devon District Council: Approval


Application No:
08/3187/FUL


Applicant:

Mr Fewins

Location:

Beautiport Farm


Proposal:

Construction of agricultural dwelling and attached garage 




(revised scheme)
10.
Finance


Payment of the following invoices was approved:

Cheque No
Detail





Amount

000691
L Parker – Salary and expenses

£259.27*
000692
Devon Playing Fields Assoc – sub

£15.00
000693
Taylor Made – swing seat


£117.30

*Notification has been received from the National Association of Local Councils that the recommended hourly rate for the Clerk is £8.661 at Spinal Column Point 17 and not £8.635 as previously calculated.  The Clerk’s invoice this month takes account of the backdated increase to 1 April 2008 i.e. £6.00.  
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It was noted that the Notice of the Annual Audit for the year ending 31 March 2009 has been received and that Mr Mark Bartlett has been appointed as External Auditor.


It was noted that Mr David Hinchliffe has agreed to act as Internal Auditor and that 
his anticipated fee will be £100.


The purchase was considered of the updated version of Local Council 
Administration (Clerk’s Bible) at a cost of £58.62 which will be published in June.



Resolved:  It is in order for the Clerk to purchase this guide, obtaining the best 
price at the time of publication.
11.
The Boundary Committee for England: Structural review of Devon – further 
draft proposals

Correspondence dated 19 March 2009 from the Boundary Committee was considered. 
Resolved:  A response is to be made to the Boundary Committee for England that of the two options tabled in the latest draft proposals that of a unitary Devon would be the only acceptable option.  The Exeter/Exmouth option would have a devastating effect on the rest of rural Devon with irretrievable severe financial deprivation. If, however, during the Appeal process the status quo becomes an option then this two-tier structure would be the best for Devon and should definitely remain in place.  The current nine District Councils have agreed to work more closely together with Devon County Council, thus generating efficiency savings.  This is by far the most suitable option for Devon rather than investing up to £70 million in a unitary scheme that could cost even more to set up and has no guarantee of making the necessary savings in the allotted time. The relationship this parish has had with both EDDC and DCC has always worked extremely well.  It is felt that changing to a unitary status now is not necessary and would be a huge distraction at a time when we need it least and an unnecessary wasteful exercise.
12.
Community Council of Devon: Calor Village of the Year
Consideration was given as to whether to participate in this year’s competition.

Resolved:  Not to take part this year.
13.
Community Council of Devon: Local Housing Needs Report

Consideration was given to the report, which has been forwarded by John Scott.
Resolved:  No further action is required.  The Clerk to put a summary of the report in Topics; the full report is in her possession should anyone wish to see it.
14.
Devon Association of Parish Councils: Casual Vacancy on County Committee 
– EAST DEVON

The list of applicants was considered.
Resolved:  The candidates selected are Paul Lewis from Ottery St Mary and John Shiel from Budleigh Salterton.
15.
Playing Field Report  
Cllr S Coward said that the new swing had arrived and should be in place by the next meeting.  The playground inspection is taking place this month also.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
16.       Correspondence Received

Devontalk: Spring 2009

Senior Council for Devon: Newsletter March 2009 

Devon Partnership NHS Trust: Membership application forms

Dogs Trust: Introduction

Society of Local Council Clerks: Regional S W Conference 13 May 2009, Plymouth

Glasdon: Product information
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Devotec Ltd: Playground construction and maintenance services

Digital UK: Switchover Help Scheme                                                 
Clerks & Councils Direct: March 2009 
R D & Express: February 2009

DAPC Newsletter: March/April 2009

Norwich Union: Council insurance

Village Green: March 2009
17.       Dates of forthcoming meetings
Annual Parish Meeting - Wednesday 8 April 2009 at 7pm

Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council – Wednesday 6 May 2009 at 7.30pm

followed by the normal Parish Council Meeting

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55pm.






………………………………………………….






Chair






………………………………………………….
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