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     AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 2 April 2008 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)

Cllr N Finegan (Vice Chair)
Cllr Mrs J Foxwell

Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr K Chun

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
County Cllr Mrs C Channon and one member of the public.

1.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs T Ash and District Cllr R Bloxham.
2.       Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda
Cllr Mrs J Foxwell declared a prejudicial interest in item 5 as she lives in Scotchmead.  Due to the difficulty Mrs Foxwell has to walk she was permitted to remain seated at the Council Table but took no part in the debate.
3.       Minutes

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 5 March 2008 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.
4.         Police Report

PC J Tyrrell had sent his report to the Clerk.  There was no recorded crime in February and just ten reported incidents to the Police.
5.
Parking in Scotchmead


The responses received from the residents of Scotchmead were received and 
considered.
Resolved:  The Clerk to write to East Devon District Council with this Council’s recommendation that parking space lines are drawn in the existing Council Car Park to the rear of Scotchmead.  A further recommendation would be made that consideration is given to providing extra parking spaces by piping and hard coring over the drainage ditch at the entrance to the playground.
6.         Reports of County & District Councillors
County Councillor
1.
County Cllr Mrs C Channon offered to help with the funding of a Parish 
Council website.  Cllr K Chun has offered to be responsible for researching 
this on behalf of the Parish Council.

2.
Cllr Channon will discuss with Paul Wilson the drainage at Quartermile Hill 
and the painting of SLOW signs in Village Way by the brook.  Mention was 
made of the dangerous junction at Nine Oaks on the A3052 and also of the 
impending new bus stop on the A3052 outside Higher Hawkerland.
3.
Cllr Channon mentioned the Boundary Committee Review of Unitary 
Authorities in Devon.  There are 700,040 people residing in Devon and it is 
the 8th biggest county in England.  When the county is divided it is imperative 
that there is not economic inequality.  She felt that Parish Councils will have 
a more important role to play in local government.
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County Cllr Mrs C Channon left the Meeting.


District Councillor
District Cllr R Bloxham had sent his report to the Clerk.

1.
Preparatory work on the Local Development Framework is ongoing with the 
publication of two further reports. The East Devon Retail Needs and Town 
Centre Health Check Report focuses on the retail patterns and needs of the 
seven towns in East Devon.  The Pre-Submission Draft Statement of 
Community Involvement sets out how the District Council will undertake 
future consultation and seeks to encourage other bodies to be involved in the 
planning process.  Both reports can be found on EDDC’s website.
2.
It has been agreed that EDDC will introduce public speaking at all its 
committee meetings from the Annual Council Meeting in May.  Development 
Control Committee will be excluded until the current review process is 
complete. Public speaking will be allowed at the start of each Committee 
Meeting and at the start of each agenda item on that item only.

3.
EDDC has sent out over 29,000 bus passes to residents qualifying for the 
national free bus fare scheme which started 1 April. It has been agreed that 
companions should be included on the passes for eligible disabled residents 
to enable them to be accompanied free, by a carer or relative, whilst they are 
travelling.  The hours of use have also been extended so that travel is 
allowed 9am till 12 midnight Monday to Friday and all day weekends and 
Bank Holidays which is longer than the national scheme. 

7.
Chairman’s Report

The Chair, Mrs S Coward, is still investigating the lighting of the path at Sunny View, Village Way.  A path to the seat at Madges Cross needs to be strimmed regularly.  Cllr Coward has compiled a list of jobs for the Parish Lengthsman who is due soon.
8.
Clerk’s Report
Mrs L Parker reported:

1.
The changes that this Council requested to the East Devon Local 
Development Framework Sustainability Appraisal have been taken on board 
and will be accommodated.

2.
EDDC has requested that when visiting Knowle cars are not parked opposite 
in Peasland Road near the junction with Station Road.  This is causing traffic 
problems.  The area will eventually be double yellow lined.

3.
Cllr Mrs G Hichens and her husband have been entered into the ballot for the 
Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on 15 July.

4.
There is to be a welcome evening for play volunteers on 10 April.  The Chair 
would contact the adult members of the Youth Group to see whether they 
would like to attend.  The Specialist Play Workers from EDDC have 
requested funding for the hire of the Village Hall and outside area for the two 
day summer holiday scheme.  This would be put on the agenda of the May 
Parish Council meeting.
9.         Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies


Listening Event, DCC – Unitary Status
Cllr N Finegan had attended this meeting at Ash Thomas Village Hall. The Leader of Devon County Council, Brian Greenslade and the Chief Executive, Phil Norrey were in attendance.  It appeared that the members representing the Boundary Committee did not want opinions or suggestions from the meeting.  They wanted evidence and then they would make their decisions and put them out to consultation.
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New Councils for Devon, Have Your Say – EDDC – Unitary Status
Cllr Mrs G Hichens and Cllr K Chun had both attended these meetings but on different evenings.  Cllr Chun reported that there was a large group present – Parish and East Devon Councillors.  It appeared that EDDC wanted to divide the County into 4 unitary authorities.  Plymouth and Torbay would be made larger than they are at present, a unitary authority would be made up of East Devon, Exeter and part of Mid Devon; which would leave North Devon and the rest of the county making up the fourth authority.  This last authority would be mostly rural and non-economic.  Cllr Mrs Hichens felt it important that Exeter is not seen to be keeping the wealth of the county for itself.
10.
Planning Application

Observations made between meetings due to time constraints were ratified:
Application No: 
08/0542/FUL

Applicant:

Mr A Todd


Location:

Tatry, West Hill

Proposal:

Erection of detached replacement dwelling with attached 



garage


Observations:

Recommend Approval
11.
Planning Correspondence Received


08/0481/FUL: Land east of Brooklands, Sidmouth Road: One letter of objection


EDDC: (1) TPO Order No 4/2008 has been made in respect of land at 1 Oakmead
(2) Withen House – Use of detached garage (3) Lorams, Perkins Village – Various matters

12.
Finance


Payment of the following invoices was approved:
Cheque No
Detail





Amount

000651
L Parker – Salary & Expenses

£211.73

000652
Devon Playing Fields Assoc – subscription
£15.00


000653
Devon Assoc Parish Cls – subscription
£96.00

000654
Mr David Griffiths – materials for repairs



In playground




£50.00

(1)
Credits received were noted: 



(i)  Sale of Computer/Printer



£150.00



(ii) Grant from Parish Path Partnership

£250.00 


(2)
The Income & Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 200 was 

received.  Cllr K Chun felt that the Reserves kept on account were too high.
(3)
It was noted that David Hinchliffe has agreed to act as Internal Auditor and 

that his anticipated fee will be £100.

(4)
It was noted that Alun Williams has been appointed as External Auditor and 

the anticipated Audit Commission fee will be £120 plus VAT.

(5)    
The Grounds Maintenance Contract from EDDC 1.4.08-31.3.09 in 
the sum of 

£423.50 plus VAT was considered.

  
Resolved:  To accept this quotation.
(6)
It was noted that the Clerk’s hourly rate has increased by 19p to £8.429 in 

accordance with Spinal Column Point 17.  
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13.
East Devon District Council: Consultation on proposed methodology for 
preparing a ‘Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment

The Draft Consultation dated December 2007 (which has been circulated) was 
received and considered.

Resolved:  It was unnecessary to make any comments.
14.
Playing Field Report 
The Chair, Mrs S Coward, reported that the repair of equipment in the playground is progressing.  When the repairs are complete the playground will be inspected.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
15.       Correspondence Received
Stephen Otter, Chief Constable: progress in improving the policing service across Devon (copied to Councillors)

East Devon District Council: Council news round-up for January/February 2008 

The Knowledge: Issues 40 - 43
Devon Association of Parish Councils: (1) Newsletter; March/April 2008 (2) Information on the Local Government & Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (3) Calor Village of the Year (4) Boundary Committee Review in Devon (copies to Councillors) (5) Postwatch

Village Green: March 2008 

Devon County Council Devon Funding News: March 2008 

The Way Ahead: A strategic framework for health and social care

The Standards Board for England: Town & Parish Standard; March 2008

The Boundary Committee for England: Structural Review of Devon (leaflets to Cllrs)

R D & Express: March 2008

Society of Local Council Clerks: 2008 programme

Clerks & Councils Direct: March 2008

Wicksteed Playscapes: Xerscape – Fitness should be fun

Exeter Airport Consultative Group: Notice of next meeting 21 May and Minutes from meeting held 5 March
16.       Dates of next meetings


Annual Parish Meeting:
Wednesday 9 April 2008 at 7.00pm
Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council: Wednesday 7 May 2008 at 7.30pm followed by Parish Council Meeting
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 9.35pm.






……………………………………………






Chairman






……………………………………………
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4

