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     AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 4 February 2009 at 7.30pm.
PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)
Cllr K Chun (Vice-Chair)

Cllr Mrs T Ash
Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr N Finegan

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
District Cllr R Bloxham and one member of the public
1.
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr A Ringe and County Cllr Mrs C Channon.    
2.         Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda
No interests were declared.
3.         Minutes
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 14 January 2009 had been circulated prior to this meeting.  After the correction of a typing mistake they were signed as correct.
4.         Police Report

The Clerk read PC J Tyrrell’s report.  There had been no reported crime during January; just 10 reported incidents to the Police, all of a minor nature.  He is now assisted by a new Police Community Support Officer, Steve Trail, who has been transferred from the Thames Valley Police.  He will be assisting PC Tyrrell and other Police on the rural patch at Ottery St Mary which covers a very large area. He is hoping to bring PCSO Trail to the March meeting.
5.         Report of District Councillor
District Cllr R Bloxham told the meeting that EDDC is going to the Court of Appeal on 19 February with regard to the Boundary Committee’s consideration of Unitary Status for Devon.  This is due to the fact that the Boundary Committee did not make the status quo an option nor did it consider fully the financial implications. The Boundary Committee must report to the Secretary of State by 13 February!  Ms Hazel Blears then has 6 weeks in which to make her decision.  
6.
Chairman’s Report

Cllr Mrs S Coward reported that there have been significant drainage and highway problems in the parish which have all been reported to Devon Highways.  There have been detrimental comments made concerning the efficiency of the Ring and Ride Service.  She has spoken to Neil Hurlock of Ring and Ride concerning pricing and the amount of time passengers can spend at their port of call before being collected.  Hopefully by using the input of the Aylesbeare passengers Mr Hurlock will be able to remedy these problems. Perhaps some fares can be reduced where they are considered excessive. Cllr Coward drew Councillors’ attention to the letter received from Mr & Mrs Ayres of Manor View Farm regarding potential forthcoming supermarkets in Ottery St Mary.  It was felt that no further action is necessary by this Council at this time.
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7.
Clerk’s Report
Mrs L Parker reported:

1.
The request for salting in Oak Road appears to be denied.  DCC only salts 
the major routes where the majority of vehicle movements take place which 
only amounts to 21% of the County’s road network.  Oak Road does not 
comply with the DCC policy.  However County Cllr Mrs C Channon told the 
Clerk that DCC is taking on additional roads to salt and she felt that roads 
that carry children on school buses should be a major consideration.  She 
would 
follow this up.

2.
Mr Martin Woodhead has kindly assisted the Clerk with the completion of the 
documentation for the registration of the Village Hall and its surrounding land 
with the Land Registry.  All documents are to hand and will be forwarded to 
Plymouth in the next few days.

3.
East Devon District Council will not allow the request for a specific dog-
walking group 
to use the field behind the playing field in Aylesbeare.  There 
are apparently no immediate plans to develop this land. This area is currently 
available for the residents of Aylesbeare for recreational purposes and 
individuals may use the area for exercising their dogs remembering to clean 
up any dog faeces.

4.
A reply has been received from Mr & Mrs Salter of Sunny View concerning 
the positioning of a sensor light on their garage to cast a light on the public 
highway adjacent.  Whilst sympathetic to the reasons they are not in favour 
of this course of action as it may encourage ante social behaviour or 
vandalism at night to the detriment of themselves or their neighbours. The 
Clerk will now approach Mr Miller to see if would permit a light on the end of 
his property.

5.
There was a request at the Annual Parish Meeting for a permanent bus stop 
on the A3052 opposite Harp Lane. DCC cannot locate any safe areas in this 
vicinity so will not agree to the placement of poles and flags.
8.
Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies
Exeter International Airport Consultative Group – 20 January 2009
Cllr N Finegan had attended this meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.  There have been several operational staff changes at the airport.  Mr Jamie Christon is now the Managing Director.  Mr John Payne, the Operations Director, is soon to retire after 40 years’ service.  The airport is mirroring the national economic climate in that passenger numbers have been reduced by 8%. 70% of the airport costs are staff related which could mean some redundancy will be necessary.  Flybe has also reduced some of its flights.  Blackpool Airport is associated with Exeter and as such Exeter is performing payroll and financial duties for Blackpool.  The National Car Parks contract for the car park is expiring and the contract is being put out to tender.  The Airport Masterplan is expected to be signed off and published in the spring.
Primary Healthcare Trust, Ottery St Mary – 27 January 2009 
Cllr Mrs S Coward had attended this meeting.  Local hospitals will be taking over the ‘End of Life Service’.  This is looking after people in the last days of their lives when their families need help.  Mr Neil Hurlock, of the Ring & Ride Service, was informed that many people  cannot afford the increase in the fares.  They pay 23p per mile.  It is a difficult situation as the journey that the vehicle makes means collecting from villages quite far apart so some passengers are nearer their destinations than others.  At the end of March the ambulance car service will not collect patients for the ‘Frequent Fliers’ service which transports patients to hospital for chemotherapy or dialysis. The TRIP service could take this over but will be stretched.  This will be a free service to patients on benefits but otherwise there will be a charge.  The car service is asking hospitals to help time-wise to avoid drivers waiting for hours for patients’ return journeys.  Notwithstanding accidents, in the future, ambulances will 
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only transport patients suffering from heart attacks, strokes, severe mental illness and oxygen reliant illnesses.  All other patients will need to travel by the car service.  The Devon Primary Care Trust intends to start charging to park in rural hospital car parks.   In warden-controlled flats it is likely that a residential warden may soon be a thing of the past.  There is a pilot scheme testing the effectiveness of visiting (floating)  wardens that travel between these premises.
Village Hall Management Committee – 28 January 2009
As Cllr A Ringe attended this meeting no report was to hand.
9.
Planning Applications: Amended Plans
The following applications were ratified as observations had to be made between agenda publication and the meeting due to time constraints:
Application Nos:
08/2406/FUL & 08/2436/LBC

Applicants:

Mr & Mrs A Dyer

Location:

Nutwalls Cottage, Harp Lane

Proposal:

Demolition of outbuildings, erection of extension and 



alterations

Observations:
   
Members of the Parish Council of Aylesbeare would 



recommend that these applications are approved.   There 



were comments that (i) perhaps the outside appearance of the 


extension could be softened where the roof meets the walls 


by means of bargeboards and (ii) the fenestration of the link 


on the north elevation could be made to match that on the 



south side.

10.
Planning Correspondence Received

East Devon District Council: Land east of Brooklands, Sidmouth Road – Enforcement Notice
11.
Finance


Payment of the following invoices was approved
Cheque No
Detail





Amount

000687
L Parker – Salary and expenses

£224.48

000688
Land Registry – Village Hall registration
£70.00
The appointment of Mr David Hinchliffe, who has been our Internal Auditor for the last two years, as Internal Auditor for year ending 31 March 2009 was considered.
Resolved:  Mr Hinchliffe would be asked to be the Parish Council Internal Auditor

12.
East Devon Local Development Framework: Issues and Options Report
The document, which had been circulated, was considered at length.  

Resolved: The Clerk will forward the relevant decisions on the questionnaire together with covering comments stating that small villages like Aylesbeare would benefit from small amounts of development in spite of the lack of facilities such as shop/state school.  It is felt that this document does not allow for this form of development in the foreseeable future and that slight enlargement of the village would improve the facilities and make a more sustainable community.  The current constraints prevent Aylesbeare from taking advantage of the development of the west end of the East Devon area and with the present village boundaries the suggestions of the parish published in the Parish Plan cannot be implemented.
13.
Royal Garden Party – 7 July 2009 

Correspondence received from Devon Association of Parish Councils dated 22 January 2009 was received and considered. 
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Resolved:  Cllr Mrs Gillian Hichens and her husband would be nominated to attend the Royal Garden Party.
14.
Devon Association of Parish Councils: Casual Vacancies on County Committee


Correspondence dated January 2009 was considered.  There would be no nominations put forward for the position of casual vacancies.
15.
Playing Field Report 
As the weather has been so inclement there has not been much activity in the playing field.  The new swing would soon be put in place.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
16.       Correspondence Received

East Devon District Council: (1) Countryside events programme 2009 (2) Funding and training for Village Halls
Devon County Council: Event promoting Commons Act 2006

Clerks & Councils Direct: January 2009 

Wicksteed: Play and Net scapes

Mr & Mrs J Ayres: Proposals for supermarket convenience stores in Ottery St Mary (photocopied to Councillors)

Mrs J Kelly: Ring and Ride bus service

17.       Dates of forthcoming meetings
Parish Council - Wednesday 4 March 2009 at 7.30pm
Parish Council - Wednesday 1 April 2009 at 7.30pm

Annual Parish Meeting - Wednesday 8 April 2009 at 7pm

Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council – Wednesday 6 May 2009 at 7.30pm

followed by normal Parish Council Meeting

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.30pm.
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