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     AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 13 January 2009 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)
Cllr K Chun (Vice-Chair)

Cllr N Finegan

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
One member of the public

1.
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from County Cllr Mrs C Channon, District Cllr R Bloxham and Cllr A Ringe
2.         Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda
No interests were declared.
3.         Minutes

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 2 December 2009 had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was unanimously declared they be signed as a true record.
4.         Police Report
PC J Tyrrell had forwarded his report to the Clerk.  There had been 6 incidents reported to the Police during the month of December: a report of a Rottweiler dog on the loose, a domestic dispute, a vehicle stuck in a ditch and 3 road traffic accidents.  There were 4 recorded crimes which were as follows: criminal damage to a dwelling, common assault and battery (a male offender has been interviewed and dealt with for both crimes), two thefts from motor vehicles (property from one of the vehicles has been recovered following an offence outside the area; two males have been interviewed and enquiries are continuing).
5.         Reports of County & District Councillors
There were no Councillors present and no reports received.  Cllr Mrs C Channon had informed the Clerk that she is trying to obtain a further grit bin for the village.
6.
Chairman’s Report

Cllr Mrs S Coward’s report was mainly concerning highway problems in the parish during the cold weather.  She will join the Vice-Chair, Cllr K Chun, in making an inspection of all the roads to note pot holes, water collection etc with a view to improving the condition of the roads in the parish. The Parish Council will endeavour to purchase a further grit bin.
7.
Clerk’s Report
Mrs Parker informed Councillors that a reply had been received from DCC concerning the signage and road lining at Marwood Cross. The provision of Give Way signs and lining has been put on hold until the new financial year when budgets should be in place for such works.
There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor to stand on the Standards Committee of East Devon District Council.  No Councillors wished to be put forward.
This month Mrs Parker had initially sent agendas and minutes to Councillors by email due to time constraints and road conditions. This practice is a grey area in 
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local government ruling where it states that agendas should be delivered to the main residence of a Councillor.  This rule was written long before emails were thought of. To put this practice on more of an official footing the Clerk will continue to hand deliver paperwork until the Parish Council’s Annual General Meeting in May and then, if Councillors are happy to receive agendas etc by email, each Councillor will sign an undertaking to that effect. She will continue to bring hard copies of everything for Councillors to each meeting after the Annual General Meeting.
Mrs Parker had received a couple of strange emails from a man in London around the Christmas period relating to Genette Tate. She had forwarded these to the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary.
8.
Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies


Exeter International Airport Consultative Group – 9 December 2009 
No Councillors were available to attend this meeting but the Minutes have been forwarded. Passenger numbers at the Airport have reduced by 18% in August, 17% in September and 11% in October. It was anticipated that November would be down just 8% which was showing an improvement and also in the first few days of December, passenger numbers were showing a lower percentage reduction. The budget process has been set for 2010 and it was hoped that traffic would increase by 1 – 2%. Farringdon Parish Council has requested that construction traffic for the Flybe Academy avoid using the minor roads through Farringdon and instead use the main roads around the Airport.
9.
Planning Applications
Planning observations made between meetings due to time constraints were ratified:
Application No:
09/2336/FUL
Applicant:

Mr J Evans
Location:

Hay Barn, Nutwalls Court, Harp Lane
Proposal:

Extension to existing garage

Observations:

Recommend approval

Application No:
09/2376/FUL

Applicant:

Punch Partnerships

Location:

Halfway Inn

Proposal:

Extension to west elevation incorporating terrace seating

Observations:

Recommend approval.  The additional employment to the area would be welcomed.  There were, however, concerns raised that the increase in seating that the application would generate would result in additional traffic on a busy junction and the extra parking requirements do not appear to have been allowed for
10.       East Devon District Council: Planning Decision – Approval


Application No:
09/2326/TRE




Applicant:

Mr John Rowland


Location:

4 The Chestnuts

Proposal:

Reduce height by 1/3rd and reshape 1 Horse Chestnut
11.
Finance

The initial Precept requirement, with figures available, for the year ending 31 March 
2011 is £5,500.  It appears likely that the parish will obtain the £10,000 Play builder 
grant for new play equipment. There is to be a meeting regarding the Play builder 
Grant on 27 January, which will be attended by the Chair and Vice-Chair, when final 
figures will be available. Should there be a shortfall, which involves further money 
being required, it may be necessary to increase the Precept. The current Precept 
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requirement has remained the same since 2008.  Parish Councillors felt it may be 
necessary to increase the requirement for the year ending 31 March 2012.

It was noted that in order to comply with the Audit Commission policy to rotate 
appointed auditors after 5 years, it is proposed that the Parish Council External 
Auditor this year will be Wayne Rickard.

Payment of the following invoices was approved:
Cheque No
Detail





Amount

000721
Mrs L Parker – Salary & Expenses         
£238.98

000722
Martin Luck Ltd – printer cartridges

£41.30


12.
The Boundary Committee for England: Unitary status for Devon
Correspondence from the Boundary Committee dated 9 December 2009 was considered.
Resolved:  The Clerk would word a letter, regarding the structural review of Devon, re-iterating the Parish Council’s previous comments. The Exeter option would have a devastating financial effect on the remaining rural part of Devon.  Exeter is too small to sustain all the services it would need to run on its own.  Exeter is also hugely dependent on its hinterland and the people that live there. To have one unitary Devon is un-necessary, would waste a huge amount of public money at a time when this must be avoided and has no guarantee of making the necessary savings in the allotted time. The status quo is this Council’s preferred option. Devon County Council and the nine District Councils have agreed to work more closely together introducing more efficiency and cost effectiveness.  The relationship this Parish Council has had with both EDDC and DCC has always worked extremely well.   Any changes to Devon’s structure at this point of time when the nation’s public finances have deteriorated would be an unnecessary financially wasteful exercise.
13.
EDDC Housing Land in Aylesbeare adjacent to the Playing Field: Terms 
required for lease for community use
An email (a copy of which has been circulated) received from the Housing Management Team at EDDC was discussed.
Resolved:  The Clerk would contact Mr Brookbank and request a meeting between Parish and District Councillors to consider the best way forward. The Parish Council is keen to preserve this area as green space for the community.
14.
Devon County Council: Town, Parish & Community Emergency Planning 
Pack


Cllr K Chun has read the pack sent to the parish by DCC. To get a scheme off the 
ground would require a team of willing volunteers. Cllr K Chun has therefore worded 
an article for the February edition of Topics to gauge the opinion of parishioners on 
forming a Community Emergency Plan.

15.
Playing Field Report  
Cllr Mrs S Coward reported that at present the playing field is under water.  It has however been enjoyed during the snowy weather. The Play Builder Grant application has been favourably received so far.  A further stage meeting will take place which she will attend together with the Vice-Chair later in the month.

16.      Correspondence Received
East Devon District Council: (1) Register of Electors 2010 (2) Planning information over the Christmas period (3) Non-provision of maroons for Remembrance Day purposes (4) Council news round-up for Oct-Dec 2009
Devon County Council: (1) Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic from outside Nutwalls Farm to the junction with the Sidmouth Road from Monday 1 March till Thursday 4 March 2010 (2) Devon talk: Winter 2009 

Citizens Advice Bureau: East Devon Service
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Village Green: December 2009 

Exeter International Airport: Unable to give financial assistance to new play equipment

Rekk Ltd: Youth shelters

Signs of the Times: Cast signs

Chris Drake, Garden & Countryside Maintenance: Letter of introduction
Devon Association of Parish Councils: Newsletter Jan/Feb 2010
Mrs M Powell: Correction of address in Topics

17.      Date of next meeting

Wednesday 3 February 2010 at 7.30pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.






…………………………………………………..






Chair






…………………………………………………..
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