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     AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 9 January 2008 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr Mrs S Coward (Chair)
Cllr N Finegan (Vice Chair)

Cllr Mrs T Ash

Cllr Mrs J Foxwell

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
District Cllr R Bloxham and one member of the public

1.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs G Hichens and Cllr K Chun
2.       Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda

Cllr Mrs T Ash and Cllr Mrs J Foxwell declared a personal interest in Item 14 – they 
live in the same road.
3.       Minutes

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 5 December 2007 had been circulated prior to the Meeting.  It was unanimously agreed they be signed as a true record.
4.         Reports District Councillor
District Cllr R Bloxham reported:

1.
Following the Unitary Status of Exeter being turned down there are new 
moves to change the boundaries with regard to getting approval.  The District 
Council has set up a Group to look at the implications.

2.
East Devon District Council is looking to set its Council Tax for next year.
3.
The law on private hire licensing is to change on 28 January.  This will 
include hospital cars, volunteer driving – any vehicle of 9 or fewer seats used 
to convey passengers for hire, reward or profit.  If a profit is made by private 
hire then a new licence must be obtained by the vehicle operator. Cllr 
Bloxham felt this was undermining the voluntary sector and volunteers will be 
lost as new pressures are introduced.

4.
In the economic review of East Devon it has emerged that the average price 
of a house in East Devon is £280,000 which is high compared to the rest of 
the country.  Our wages are higher than the rest of Devon but lower 
compared to other counties.  We live in the most difficult place to purchase 
property which is why when the Local Development Framework is published 
we must think carefully about affordable housing, employment and wages.  
The District Council would wish 40% of new development to be affordable 
and land opened up for employment near the airport.
5.         Police Report

In December there had been just one recorded crime which was a ‘non-crime’ domestic dispute i.e. no criminal offences committed.  There were four reported incidents to the Police.
6.
Chairman’s Report

The Chair, Cllr Mrs S Coward, has reported to DCC many situations for the lengthsman to attend to including Shutebridge ditch and Livermore ditch.  An order 
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has been passed at DCC for major drainage from Madges Cross to Nutwalls.  Cllr Coward has asked for the bank to be cleared outside the Village Hall where debris builds up at the side of the road.  The gulley has been cleared where the A3052 meets Harp Lane.  A further two drainage points will need jetting there in future months.  Cllr Coward has requested sand/salt at Shutebridge corner.  The dead elms have been cut down outside Crossways House.
7.
Clerk’s Report
Mrs L Parker reported:

1.
The sign ‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ should be erected this month in Marwood 
Road.

2.
SLOW signs are to be painted in the road by the brook, Village Way.
3.
The new owners to the land opposite Brooklands are meeting with 
EDDC today.

4.
There are new criteria for Quality Status for Parish Councils.  In the future it 
will be mandatory to have a website for the Council. It would also be 
expected that an Annual Report is produced which should be made available 
on the web site.

Cllr N Finegan said it would be a good thing for the Parish Council to have a website.  The Clerk would make enquiries regarding the financial implications.

5.
She will attend a presentation at Woodbury Park shortly entitled ‘The Army 
for Today’.
8.         Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies


Parish Paths Partnership Workshop – 5 December 2007 
Cllr Mrs S Coward gave a short report in the absence of Cllr K Chun.
Cllr K Chun had not found this a particularly informative Meeting.  Parish Wardens expressed the difficulties they experienced with buildings and gardens spreading over existing paths.


Exeter International Airport Consultative Group – 12 December 2007 
Cllr N Finegan had attended this Meeting.  The production of the Master Plan had been delayed but had now been largely completed.  It was planned to publish it the second or third week of January.  Major stakeholders would get the opportunity to view and discuss the Master Plan before the general public.  There would be an extraordinary Meeting of the Consultative Group to discuss the Master Plan.  The consultation period would last 3 months after which all comments would be considered.  The Master Plan would then go to a July Board Meeting to be finalised.

Traffic numbers at the Airport had continued to increase.
9.
Planning Applications - Withdrawals
Application No:
07/2687/FUL (Adjoining Parish)
Applicant:

Mr & Mrs M Murrell

Location:

Seven Milestone Barn, Sidmouth Road

Proposal:

Erection of replacement outbuildings for domestic purposes

Application No:
07/3309/FUL

Applicant:

Mr & Mrs D Fewins

Location:

Beautiport Farm, Marwood Road

Proposal:

Agricultural dwelling and garage
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10.
Planning Applications
Application No:
07/3456/FUL (Adjoining Parish)
Applicant:

Mr & Mrs M Murrell
Location:

Seven Milestone Barn, Sidmouth Road
Proposal:

Erection of replacement outbuildings for domestic use
Observations:

Recommended approval

Application No:
07/3511/RES

Applicant:

Mr & Mrs D Fewins

Location:

Beautiport Farm, Marwood Road

Proposal:

Agricultural dwelling and garage (Approval of reserved 



matters further to outline planning permission 05/2731/OUT)

Observations:

Recommended approval providing that there is a condition 



attached whereby the mobile home is removed once the 



bungalow has been built.

Application No:
07/3533/LBC

Applicant:

Mr C Brook

Location:

Nutwalls Cottage

Proposal:

Replace plastic roof light with velux window

Observations:

Recommended approval

Application No:
07/3364/COU

Applicant:

Mr M Small

Location:

Sunnyfield, Houndbeare Lane

Proposal:

Use of land as caravan site for one Gypsy family with 



associated works and structures
Observations:

Refused.  In the opinion of this Parish Council the 




circumstances relating to the previous application in 2005 



have not changed. I attach a copy of the letter and comments 


made at that time which are still very much applicable. This 


site is unsustainable for a caravan site and is contrary to 



Policy H12 of the East Devon Local Plan.  When East Devon 


District Council has a site available for gypsies this Council 


would wish Mr Small to be removed.

11.
Playing Field Report

The Chair, Cllr Mrs S Coward, informed the Meeting that there are two items of equipment in the playground that need to be repaired.  Some of the wooden posts are rotting and need to be replaced.  The chain bridge needs to be removed completely and replaced by another piece of apparatus. This will mean substantial funding.  
Cllr Mrs T Ash suggested that the Chair asks the members of the Youth Club what apparatus they would like in the playground and perhaps that way it would not be vandalised.

The Chair and the Clerk will endeavour to obtain quotations for further equipment and for the removal of the chain bridge.
12.
Finance


1.
The Precept requirement for year ending 31 March 2009 is £5,500.

2.
Payment of the following invoices was approved

Cheque No
Detail





Amount


000645
L Parker – Salary & Expenses

£190.26



000646
K Chun – Travel Expenses


£14.00
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13.
Path at Sunnyview, Village Way

The lighting of the path was considered.  Following the building of the high wall this path is very dark in the winter months.  The problem could be solved by the erection of a security light.  The Chair would see Stacey Johnson to discuss the problem.
14.
Parking in Scotchmead


A draft letter for the residents in Scotchmead was considered.  There were a few 
amendments put forward and the resulting letter would be sent during January with 
a view to an agenda item in March. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


15.
South West Water: Delivering Pure Water, Pure Service and a Pure 
Environment


Correspondence dated 5 November 2007 was received and considered and the 
feedback form completed.
16.       Correspondence Received

East Devon AONB Partnership: (1) Parishscapes (2) Local Action from Blackdown Hills
Village Green: December 2007

Devon Funding News: December 2007 

Devon County Council: (1) Unitary Update (2) Rural Transport Partnership Autumn Newsletter

Victim Support Devon: Volunteers

Glasdon: Noticepoint

Clerks & Councils Direct: Local Councils Update

Shaws: Forms, Records and registers for Local Councils

The Knowledge: Issues 28 – 30

Community Council of Devon: Introduction to Sustainable Funding - Workshop

17.
Dates of Meetings in 2008

The Parish Council will meet on the first Wednesday of each month with the exception of August when there will be no Meeting.  The Annual Parish Meeting will be on Wednesday 9 April 2008.
18.       Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 6 February 2008 at 7.30pm
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 9.15pm.






………………………………………………………….






Chair






………………………………………………………….
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