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1.0 Introduction
1.1 The purpose of this report is to assess the draft proposals in the Aylesbeare Neighbourhood

Development Plan (hereafter referred to as the ANP) to determine whether it requires a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive
2001/42/EC and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004. An SEA is required under this legislation for all plans which may have a
significant effect on the environment.
1.2 This report will also screen to determine whether or not the ANP requires a Habitats

Regulations Assessment (HRA) in accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive
and with Regulation 61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. An
HRA is required when it is deemed that the implementation of the plan is likely to cause
negative significant effects on protected European Sites (Natura 2000 sites).
1.3 The conclusion of the assessment is that the ANP is unlikely to have a significant effect on

the environment so an SEA in not required to accompany the Plan. It is also unlikely to have
a negative impact on any Natura 2000 sites so should not be subject to HRA.
1.4 This report has been sent to the three statutory consultees designated in the Regulations

(Historic England, Environment Agency and Natural England) to elicit their views on the
findings.
1.5 Following the consultation, Historic England requested further information on the potential

impact of the allocation on the nearby listed buildings. A heritage impact review was
undertaken as additional evidence and provided to them. Following consideration of this
report Historic England withdrew their earlier objection. The report can be located in
appendix 4.
1.6 None of the other statutory consultees raised an objection to the conclusions of the report

and all of the responses are provided in appendix 5 of this report.

2.0 SEA screening
2.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal legislation is
European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA Regulations. Detailed
Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government publication ‘A Practical
Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM 2005).
2.2 The objective of SEA is 'to provide for a high level of protection of the environment and
contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and
adoption of development plans.... with a view to promoting sustainable development’ EU
Directive 2001/42/EC (Article 1).
2.3 Although there is no definitive guidance stating that a Neighbourhood Plan will require an
SEA, Local Authorities are legally obliged to advise the plan producers as to whether an SEA
is required.
2.4 To ascertain if SEA is required, a “screening” exercise has been undertaken by East Devon
District Council evaluating the proposals the ANP against the criteria set out in the SEA
Directive. This criterion is set out in the SEA Directive and can be found in Figure 1.
2.5 Should the screening report reach the conclusion that that plan will have a significant impact
on the environment; a full SEA should be undertaken.
2.6 If the conclusion is that a full SEA is not required, any significant variations or additions to
the Neighbourhood Plan will also be subject to screening.
2.7 An SEA has been undertaken as part of the adopted East Devon Local Plan 2013-2031 and
has been taken into account whilst undertaking this screening assessment.

Figure 1: Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes

3.0 Aylesbeare Neighbourhood Plan
3.1 The Neighbourhood Plan has been in production for approximately two years. It has
undergone significant consultation and they are currently at a stage of drawing up draft
proposals.
3.2 East Devon District Council has been kept abreast of progress and has offered support and
guidance to the Neighbourhood Plan group throughout and therefore can be fairly confident
in the Plan’s direction of travel.
3.3 The key point of the Neighbourhood Plan is the group’s ambition to allocate a development
site for approximately 10 smaller dwellings to incorporate a community space/village green.
Whilst the plan will also include various other policies, they are fairly general in nature and
are considered very unlikely to have a significant environmental effect. Should this
circumstance change it will be important to rescreen the plan to take any changes into
account.
3.4 On this basis, this screening report has considered the potential for significant
environmental effects from the proposed allocation site.
3.5 A first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan policies is shown in Appendix 3.
3.6 The site itself has previously been proposed for the development of 5 houses in the draft
East Devon District Council Villages Development Plan in 2014. East Devon District Council
undertook a process of site selection and various assessments were done on the desirability
of the sites put forward in terms of sustainability and landscape impact, with this site coming
out as the favoured option due to its limited environmental impact. The landscape appraisal
is attached in Appendix 1 to this report which includes various supporting maps showing the
location of the site (SHLAA reference 087) and nearby designations. An extract of the
sustainability appraisal undertaken for the chosen site is also included in Appendix 2 which
draws conclusions of the sites impact on various sustainability objectives.
3.7 Since then the circumstances have changed with Aylesbeare losing its Built-up Area
Boundary in the recently adopted Local Plan and generally not being considered suitable for
open market housing, unless otherwise promoted through a Neighbourhood Plan.

Figure 2: Screening assessment against the criteria for whether the ANP requires an SEA.
Stage
Is the ANP subject to preparation and/or
adoption by a national, regional or local
authority OR prepared by an authority for
adoption through a legislative procedure by
Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a))

Y/N Reason
Y
The Plan will be prepared by the Parish and
adopted by East Devon District Council as
part of the Development Framework, subject
to a successful referendum.

Is the ANP required by legislative, regulatory
or administrative provisions? (Art. 2(a))

Y

The Plan meets the characteristics set out in
the Government’s Practical Guide to the SEA
Directive in that that it will be publicly
available, prepared in a formal way and
probably involving consultation with
interested parties.

Is the ANP prepared for agriculture, forestry,
fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste
management, water management,
telecommunications, tourism, town and
country planning or land use, AND does it set
a framework for future development consent
of projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA
Directive? (Art 3.2(a))

Y

The NP is prepared for Town and Country
Planning and land use and may provide the
framework for development of a scale that
would fall within Annex II of the EIA Directive
at a Neighbourhood Area level.

Does the ANP determine the use of small
areas at local level, OR is it a minor
modification of a PP subject to Art. 3.2? (Art.
3.3)

Y

The NDP will determine the use of small
areas at a local level.

Is it likely to have a significant effect on the
environment? (Art. 3.5)

N

See screening assessment for environmental
effects in figure 3 of this report.

Directive Does Not Require SEA

4.0 Screening Assessment for Environmental effects
4.1 Under step 8 of the Application of the SEA directive (Figure 1), in order to establish whether a
plan requires an SEA, it was necessary to conduct a thorough assessment of whether the plan
was likely to have a significant effect on the environment.
4.2 The table below sets out the criteria by which the site allocation in the plan should be
judged, as outlined in Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive.

Figure 3: Environmental impact screening assesment
Criteria for determining the
likely significance of effects
(Schedule 1 of SEA regulations)
The degree to which the plan or
programme sets a framework
for projects and other activities,
either with regard to the
location, nature, size and
operating conditions or by
allocating resources.

Is the ANP likely to have a
significant environmental
effect?
N

The degree to which the plan or
programme influences other
plans and programmes

N

Justification for Screening
Assessment
The thrust of the ANP is to allocate a
site for around 10 smaller dwellings
on a site identified in Appendix 3.
Various assessments have previously
been undertaken on the site as part
of the Villages Development Plan
and it has been found to be the
preferred site should any
development be proposed in
Aylesbeare. In the Local Plan,
Aylesbeare is generally not
considered to be a suitable place for
further open market housing
development, due to a lack of
services and facilities meaning
residents are forced use the private
motor vehicle to access facilities
such as schools and shops. However,
the impact of an increased number
of car movements has to be
weighed against the community’s
aspirations for further development
and the group are confident that
they will be meeting a local need by
providing smaller units for younger
local families. The Local Plan does
allow for housing to come forward
for up to 15 units in communities
such as Aylesbeare if a local need for
affordable housing has been
identified. There are also indications
that this development could
comprise of ‘starter homes’, which
looks likely to soon fall under the
definition of affordable housing.
The ANP must be in general
conformity with the adopted East
Devon Local Plan and have regard to

including those in a hierarchy.

The relevance of the plan or
programme for the integration
of environmental
considerations in particular
with a view to promoting
sustainable development.

N

Environmental problems
relevant to the plan or
programme.

N

The relevance of the plan or
programme for the
implementation of Community
legislation on the environment
(e.g. plans and programmes
linked to waste management or
water protection).
The probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility of
the effects.

N

The cumulative nature of the
effects.

N

The trans-boundary nature of
the effects.

N

The risks to human health
or the environment (e.g. due to
accidents).

N

N

national policies. It must also be
compatible with EU law and the
ECHR obligations. It is not
considered to have a particular
influence on any plans other than
the planning application that will
dictate the development of the
allocation.
The neighbourhood plan will need to
contribute towards the achievement
of sustainable development, as
required by the “basic conditions”
on which the plan will be judged by
at examination. The allocation site
has already been through a
sustainability appraisal as part of the
draft Villages Plan and was not
found to have a significant impact.
Aylesbeare does not have any
significant environmental problems
that the Neighbourhood Plan is
likely to impact.
These community legislation types
are not relevant to the ANP and will
not need to be considered.

As the Neighbourhood Plan will be
allocating a site, it will most likely be
developed and therefore any effects
of the plan are considered to be
likely and irreversible. However, the
impact is not considered to be
significant.
The cumulative effects of the ANP
are not considered to have a
significant effect on the
environment.
The ANP only sets a framework for
development within the
Neighbourhood Area which
corresponds to the existing parish
boundary. The scale of development
it will impact upon is unlikely to
have a significant effect on
neighbouring areas.
There are no risks to human health
identified, other than the usual risks
associated with the construction of

The magnitude and spatial
extent of the effects
(geographical area and size of
the population likely to be
affected).

N

The value and vulnerability of
the area likely to be affected
due to: special natural
characteristics or cultural
heritage; exceeded
environmental quality
standards or limit values;
intensive land-use. the effects
on areas or
landscapes which have a
recognised national,
Community or international
protection status.

N

dwellings and a small increase in
traffic running along narrow,
country lanes.
The ANP is concerned only with
development within the Parish of
Aylesbeare, which has a resident
population of around 850 and about
250 dwellings. The construction of
10 dwellings would be
proportionate to around a 4%
increase to the number of dwellings
in the parish. If there are any effects
they are not considered to be wide
ranging.
The allocation site is not directly
adjacent to any particular historic or
heritage assets in the village. The
Church, which is grade II* listed is
set approximately 150-200m away
from the site and there are two
grade II listed buildings under 100m
away from the site located at the
end of the road. The policy states
that the new dwellings would have
to be in character with surrounding
properties in the village centre.
There are already 3 recently
constructed modern dwellings set
close to the existing listed buildings
with 3 more recently given
permission.
In terms of assessing landscape
impact, a landscape appraisal has
been undertaken. Topographically,
the site is fairly flat on a slight
downward gradient from the South
to the North. There are limited
views into the site but extensive
views out of the site due to its open
nature. The appraisal undertaken
concluded that the site had a
medium level of sensitivity. It is
situated outside any areas of
particular recognised landscape
value including the AONB. In light of
the evidence already collected, it is
concluded that the allocation of this
site will not have a significant impact
on these features.

4.3 Conclusion
4.4 The Aylesbeare Neighbourhood Plan does not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment
4.5 Although the Neighbourhood Plan promotes development over and above the provision in
the Local Plan, this is not considered to be of a significant scale or otherwise impact upon
internationally or nationally important features which would be deemed to have a
significant environmental effect. This conclusion has been reached following a thorough
assessment of the evidence that has previously been undertaken with regards to site
assessments and landscape appraisals of the proposed site allocation.

3.0 Habitat Regulations Screening Assessment
3.1 The draft policies of the plan (Appendix 3) have been used to undertake this initial screening
assessment. As the conclusion is that a full Habitat regulations screening is not required, any
variations or additions to the aims and objectives will be subject to a further screening. A
draft screening report was produced as part of the production of the emerging Local Plan
and has been taken into account in undertaking this screening assessment.
3.2 The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (The Habitats Regulations)
transpose the requirements of the European Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC into UK law. The
Habitats Directive and Regulations afford protection to plants, animals and habitats that are
rare and vulnerable in a European context.
3.3 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is a systematic process through which the
performance of a plan or project can be assessed for its likely impact on the integrity of a
European Site. European Sites, also referred to as Natura 2000 sites, consist of Special
Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC);Potential Special Protection
Areas and candidate Special Areas of Conservation (pSPA and cSAC); and listed or proposed
Ramsar sites.
3.4 Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states:
‘Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site
but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with
other plans and projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for
the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives’.
3.5 Sites which are potentially relevant to the Aylesbeare Neighbourhood Plan are the River Axe,
which is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and the Sidmouth to West Bay
SAC.
3.6 Natural England will be consulted on this document by the District Council.
Screening Criteria Questions
1.

Is the Neighbourhood Plan directly connected with, or necessary to the management of a
European site for nature conservation?
No

2.

Does the Neighbourhood Plan propose new development or allocate sites for development?
The Neighbourhood Plan does allocate a site for up to 10 small houses or starter homes (no
more than 3 bed).
The very low level of development proposed is broadly in conformity with the adopted East
Devon Local Plan, which defines Aylesbeare as in open countryside where there is a presumption
against new development except in very limited circumstances- eg ‘exceptions’ housing (on a
2/3 affordable, 1/3 market basis) to meet local needs or, as is the case here, unless a

Neighbourhood Plan supports the housing, and provides evidence to support this. A detailed
assessment of potential impacts will be carried out when specific sites come forward through
the planning system.
The objectives in the Neighbourhood Plan accord with the Local Plan for the District which is
subject to an HRA. A screening opinion was provided by Land Use Consultants early in the Plan
production process and an HRA was completed by Footprint Ecology before, and informed, the
adopted Local Plan. It indicated that the Local Plan will have sufficient policy provisions to
enable the subsequent delivery of necessary measures to avoid and mitigate adverse effects on
the integrity of European Sites.
It is considered that, whilst Aylesbeare lies in close proximity to the East Devon pebblebed
Heaths, development well-related to Aylesbeare village centre will be sufficiently distant that
there will be no adverse impact and open space is proposed as part of any scheme, and
mitigation measures are in place, in any case.
3. Are there any other projects or plans that together with the Neighbourhood Plan could
impact on the integrity of a European Site?
No
3.7 Conclusion
3.8 The Aylesbeare Neighbourhood Plan does not require a Habitat Regulation Assessment.
3.9 The Aylesbeare Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have an adverse effect on a European
site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (d), alone or
in combination with other plans and projects. It does not propose a level of development
significantly over and above that in the adopted Local Plan (which was itself subject to
HRA).

Appendix 1: Aylesbeare Landscape Assessment- Villages DPD

Aylesbeare
Location and landscape character context
This assessment considers the village of Aylesbeare and a 1.5km radius around1.
Situated approximately 2.5km South West of West Hill and 3.5km North West of Newton
Poppleford, Aylesbeare is in close proximity to the East Devon Pebblebed Heaths located to
the South and East of the settlement. There are a number of Grade II and II* listed
buildings throughout the settlement including the oldest building in the parish. The church,
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary dates to the 13th century and has been rebuilt and
restored many times including in the 14th century, a major refurbishment in 1899 and a
new roof in 2004. The East Devon AONB is located approximately 1km to the East of
Aylesbeare.
The assessment criteria have been applied with regard to small scale residential
development (9m height/2 storey properties) unless otherwise identified.
The New Local Plan indicates 5 new dwellings over the plan period for Aylesbeare, which
amounts to an increase in settlement size of approximately 5%. Five potential sites have
been put forward for development to satisfy this requirement.

National character area (NCA):
East Budleigh falls within NCA 148: Devon Redlands2. Defining characteristics of this area
are given as deep, narrow lanes, gently rolling hills, network of hedgerows enclosing
relatively small grazed or arable fields, hedgerow trees and small copses give wooded
appearance, flat bottomed valleys, extensive floodplains, with larger arable or grazed
fields.

District LCA:
The East Devon District landscape character assessment identifies the settlement as falling
within landscape character type (LCT) 3B ‘Lower rolling farmed and settled slopes’
Relevant key characteristics and sensitivities/special qualities for LCT 3B ‘Lower rolling
farmed and settled slopes:

• Gently rolling landform, sloping up from valley floor
• Variable size fields with wide, low boundaries and irregular pattern
• Pastoral land use, often with wooded appearance
• Many hedgerow trees, copses and streamside tree rows
• Settled, with varied building ages, styles and settlement size
• Much use of stone as building material
• Winding, often sunken lanes
• Streams and ditches
• Tranquil and intimate

1
2

1.5km was selected as this captures the likely extent of visual issues associated with potential settlement edge development.

Former Countryside Agency 1999, Countryside Character: Volume 8: South West, CA 14. NCA 148 profile available online at
e http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/nca/default.aspx

County level LCA: The village falls within the Pebble Bed Heaths and Farmland Character
Area.
•Elevated prominent ridge underlain by Bunter Pebble Beds giving rise to sandy soils and
loamy brown soils in the surrounding farmland.
•Small streams that drain the ridge and form gentle undulations and valleys extending into
the surrounding farmland, often associated wet heath and valley mires.
•Well-wooded, particularly the south and west slopes which form a distinctive wooded
skyline.
•Oak/ash semi-natural ancient woodland with hazel/holly understorey and bluebell and
wood anemone flowers; some areas replanted with conifer and beech.
•Tree-lined watercourses and small farm copses and hedgerow oaks that give a well
wooded appearance to the wider farmland surrounding the ridge
•Few enclosures on elevated ridge with variable field sizes and irregular patterns in the
surrounding farmland, with boundaries comprising Devon hedgebanks.
•Some areas where there is evidence of ‘open fields’ and strip farming.
•Open heathland areas; surrounded by mainly dairy farming with some fodder crops and
orchards on drier slopes near farmsteads and settlements.
•Patches of gorse, bracken, mire, acid grasslands and remnant heath on upper slopes;
ancient woodlands; and areas of species-rich meadow and rush pasture fringing streams.
•Iron Age hillforts in commanding positions above surrounding landscape.
•Notable areas of parkland within a wider farmed landscape.
•Settlement on ridge limited to a few isolated farms; surrounding farmland and Otter valley
have a pattern of nucleated villages at river crossing points and dispersed farmsteads.
•Some larger villages that have spread outside their historic cores (e.g. East Budleigh) or
are characterised by suburban housing set in woodland (e.g. West Hill and Broad Oak).
•Strong local vernacular with regular use of stone with slate roofs.
•Views out to sea and also across Exe Estuary to the west.

Map showing Site locations and constraints

Map showing EDDC Character Areas

Map showing Devon Character Areas

Aerial photograph showing Site locations

Map showing Photograph locations

Aylesbeare Individual Site Assessment
Site name and location: W078 - Aylesbeare
Date and time of assessment: 12/04/2013 – 10.50
Surveyor: RS
Weather: Overcast with sunny intervals

01 Looking into the southern parcel of
land of site W078 from a ROW

02 Looking West into the site W078
from Scotchmead

03 Looking South West into the
northern parcel of site W078

04 Looking South into the northern
parcel of site W078

Criteria
Special qualities/significance

Lower sensitivity

Higher sensitivity
M

of designated landscapes






Site W078 is generally a flat with slight gradient changes over the site
The Church is visible from the site
The site has a sense of tranquillity
The site has mature boundary vegetation

M
Skylines and landform

Sense of openness and
enclosure






The site has open skylines to the North, South and West
The site is lightly settled to the East
The site is generally a flat landform
The Church tower is visible to the South

M




The site has a sense of openness
Site W078 has field boundary vegetation of hedgerows with tress
There is strained post and wire fencing on site
The field scale is medium

M
Landscape pattern and
complexity





The landcover is scrub/ pasture land
The landscape structure is influenced by hedgerows with trees
The field pattern for the Northern parcel of land is regular. The Southern parcel of land
is irregular

M
Experiential landscape
character

Relationship to existing
settlement edge and cultural
pattern

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility






The site is in a tranquil location
The site is an open landform
Site W078 is lightly settled to the East
There is a rural lane to the North of the site
There are telegraph wires across the site

L-M



The site is well related to the Built Up Area Boundary and is fringing development
The settlement edge in this area is of more modern design

M




There are distant views to the South but these are interrupted by wooded areas
There are distant and expansive views to the West
There are short distant views to the East due to built form

M
Overall landscape sensitivity
to residential development

Landscape Guidance

The site adjoins the existing Built Up Area Boundary of Aylesbeare. The site is in a tranquil location
and any development of the site should be sensitive to this. There are distant views from the site to
the West and any development of the site should consider the setting of the Church





Development of the site could impact on the setting of the Church so consideration of
scale and density of any development is important
Development of the site should consider its scale relative to neighbouring built form
and the skyline
Retention of existing boundary vegetation
Development of the site should consider its position on the periphery of existing built



form and relationship with the open countryside to the north.
Development should be sensitive to tranquillity of the site and should not be over
developed

Site ranking (including
consideration of most/least
sensitive areas if the villages
is to be taken forward)

Site name and location: W087 - Aylesbeare
Date and time of assessment: 12/04/2013 - 10.15
Surveyor: RS
Weather: Overcast

05 Looking North West into site W087
from Withen Lane

07 Looking South West into site W087

Criteria

Lower sensitivity

06 Looking North East into Site W087

Higher sensitivity
Special qualities/significance
of designated landscapes

M





The site is an open landform with a slight gradient from South down to North
There is a stream in the Western part of the site
The church tower is visible from the site
The site is in a tranquil location

M

Skylines and landform







Sense of openness and
enclosure

The site has open skylines to the West
The site is lightly settled to the South and East
The skyline to the North is wooded
The Church Tower is visible to the North
There are telecoms wires across the site

M





The site has a sense of openness
There are hedgerows with trees along the Eastern, Western and Northern part of the
site
There are Devon hedges along the Southern part of the site
There is strained post and wire fencing on site
The field scale is medium

M
Landscape pattern and
complexity






The landcover of site W087 is scrub/ pasture land
There is a stream through the Western part of the site
The landscape structure of the site influenced by hedgerows with tress and there is a
hedgebank along the Southern boundary of the site
The field pattern relatively regular

M
Experiential landscape
character

Relationship to existing
settlement edge and cultural
pattern
Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility







The site is in a tranquil area
The site has a sense of openness
The site is lightly settled to the East and South
There is a rural lane to the South of the site
There are telegraph wires in the western part of the site

M



The settlement edge is generally more modern in design
The site is fringing existing development

M



There are distant views to the North and West
There are short distant views to the South and East of the site due to built form

M
Overall landscape sensitivity
to residential development

Landscape Guidance

The site adjoins the existing Built Up Area Boundary of Aylesbeare. The site is in a tranquil location
and any development of the site should be sensitive to this. There are distant views from the site to
the North and West and any development of the site should consider the setting of the Church



Maintain mature boundary vegetation and integrate into site design
Site development should consider the setting of the Church




Site development should consider its relationship to the edge of the existing built form
including density, scale and connectivity
Any development of this site should consider the sites relationship between built form
and countryside.

Site ranking (including
consideration of most/least
sensitive areas if the villages
is to be taken forward)

Site name and location: W088 - Aylesbeare
Date and time of assessment: 12/04/2013 – 10.00
Surveyor: RS
Weather: Overcast with sunny intervals

08 Looking South East into site W088

09 Looking North East into site W088

10 Looking North along the Eastern
boundary of site W088

11 Looking North West into site W088

Criteria
Special qualities/significance
of designated landscapes

Lower sensitivity

Higher sensitivity
M






The site has a slight gradient going from South East down to North West
The Church tower is visible from the South East corner of the site
The site is in a tranquil location
There is a stream along the Western boundary and part of the Northern boundary

M
Skylines and landform






The site has open skylines to the West
The site is lightly settled to the North, South and East
The village Church tower is visible to the North
There is a telecoms pole in the South East corner

Sense of openness and
enclosure

M




The site has a sense of openness
The South, East and Western boundaries of the site are hedgerows with trees
The boundary to the North is predominantly fencing
The field scale is small
M

Landscape pattern and
complexity





The landcover of the site is scrubland
There is a stream along the Western boundary and part of the Northern boundary
The landscape structure is influenced by hedgerows with trees
The field pattern is irregular

M
Experiential landscape
character

Relationship to existing
settlement edge and cultural
pattern

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility






The site is in a tranquil location
The site is open
The site is unsettled to the West and is lightly settled to the North, East and South
The landscape structure is influenced by hedgerows with tress
The field pattern is irregular

L-M


The settlement edge is generally of modern design
Site



W088 is fringing development

M




There are distant and expansive views to the West of the site
The are also distant views to the North but this is interrupted by built development
Views in other directions are short distance

M
Overall landscape sensitivity
to residential development

Landscape Guidance

The site adjoins the existing Built Up Area Boundary of Aylesbeare. The elevated South East corner
of the site has views to the Church Tower and expansive views to the West. The site is in a tranquil
location and any development of the site should be sensitive to this.


Development of the site could impact on the settiing of the Church so consideration of






scale and density of any development is important
Development of the site should consider its scale relative to neighbouring built form
and the skyline
Development of the site should integrate and enhance existing boundary vegetation to
maintain hedgrow trees and reflect the character type for the area
Development should be senitive to tranquility of the site and should not be over
developed
Any development of this site should consider the sites relationship between built form
and countryside.

Site ranking (including
consideration of most/least
sensitive areas if the villages
is to be taken forward)

Site name and location: W161 - Aylesbeare
Date and time of assessment: 12/04/2013 – 11.00
Surveyor: RS
Weather: Overcast with sunny intervals

12 Looking North West into site W161

Criteria
Special qualities/significance
of designated landscapes

13 Looking West along the southern
boundary of site W161

Lower sensitivity

Higher sensitivity
M





The site is a an open flat landform
The small scale landscape pattern is influenced by hedges
The site is tranquil

L-M
Skylines and landform





The site has open skylines that are interrupted by vegetation
The site is a flat landform
There are pylons visible to the North West

Sense of openness and
enclosure

M



The site is an open landform
The boundary vegetation is well managed hedgerows with trees
The field scale is medium

M
Landscape pattern and
complexity




The landscape cover for W161 is pasture
The landscape structure is influenced by hedgerows with trees
The field pattern is irregular

M
Experiential landscape
character





The site is remote and tranquil
The site has a sense of openness
The site has a rural lane along its southern boundary that is below field level

L-M

Relationship to existing
settlement edge and cultural
pattern




The settlement edge is generally more modern in design
The site is fringing existing development

M

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility




There are distant and expansive views to the North and West of the site
Views to the South and East are more limited due to topography and vegetation

M
Overall landscape sensitivity
to residential development

The site is fringing the built form Aylesbeare and is in close proximity to the Built Up Area Boundary.
The site is on a flat parcel of land that has mature boundary vegetation. The site is in a tranquil
location that has a sense of remoteness. The site has expansive view to the North and West

Landscape Guidance






Density of development should consider surrounding built form and existing field
pattern
Development of the site should consider its scale relative to neighbouring built form
and the skyline
Development of the site should integrate and enhance existing boundary vegetation to
maintain hedgerow trees and reflect the character type for the area
Development should be sensitive to tranquillity of the site and should not be over
developed

Site ranking (including
consideration of most/least
sensitive areas if the villages
is to be taken forward)

Site name and location: W338 - Aylesbeare
Date and time of assessment: 12/04/2013 – 9.40
Surveyor: RS
Weather: Overcast and raining

14 Looking South West into site W338

15 Looking North East into site W338
along its Eastern Boundary

16 Looking East at the site entrance of
W338

Criteria
Special qualities/significance
of designated landscapes

Lower sensitivity

Higher sensitivity
L-M





The site is an open flat landform
There are hedges and trees around the perimeter of the site
The site is in a tranquil location

L-M
Skylines and landform

Sense of openness and






There are open skylines to the East
The site is lightly settled to the South and West
There are wooded skylines to the North
The site is a flat landform

L-M

enclosure








The site has a sense of openness particularly to the East
There is also a sense of openness to the West although there is built form
The site has a greater sense of enclosure to the North and South of the site due to
mature, dense boundary vegetation
The boundary vegetation consists of hedgerows with trees
There is fencing along the Eastern boundary of the site
The field scale is small

M
Landscape pattern and
complexity




The site is a former school playing field
The landscape structure is influenced by hedgerows with trees
The field pattern is regular

M
Experiential landscape
character







Relationship to existing
settlement edge and cultural
pattern

L-M



Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

The site has a sense of remoteness and tranquillity
The experience of the site is encloses to the North and South of site and more open to
the East and West
The site is lightly settled to the South and West
There is a rural lane along the Southern boundary of the site
There are telegraph wires along the Southern boundary of the site

The settlement edge is made up of mainly modern buildings although the old school
building is more dated
The site is fringing development

L-M



Due to the flat landform to the East views are short distance because of mature
vegetation and topography
Views in other directions are limited by vegetation and built form

L-M
Overall landscape sensitivity
to residential development

Landscape Guidance

The site is fringing the existing built form of Aylesbeare. The site is on a flat parcel of land that has
mature boundary vegetation. Views from the site are limited as are views into the site






Site ranking (including
consideration of most/least
sensitive areas if the villages
is to be taken forward)

Density of development should consider surrounding built form
Retention and enhancement of existing boundary vegetation
Scale and density of development should reflect neighbouring built form and not
dominate existing skylines
Development of the site should consider its position on the periphery of existing built
form and relationship with the open countryside
Development should be sensitive to tranquillity of the site and should not be over
developed

